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In late January, Forbes On-
line named Kenyon the second-
most-expensive colleg e in the 
United States, surpassed only by 
George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. 
“ That list is meaningless,” 
said President S. Georgia Nugent. 
According to Nugent, the Forbes 
list compares the tuitions of resi-
dential colleges, which does not see Forbes, page 2
The Forbes website displays Kenyon as number two on its list of expensive schools. 
COUrTeSy OF FOrbeS.COm
include room and board. “ The 
fact is  once you include room 
and board we’re actually not that 
expensive,” she said.
“Our tuition is higher and 
our room and board is lower, but 
our comprehensive fee is nowhere 
near the second most expensive in 
the country,” said Dean of Admis-
sions and Financial Aid Jennifer 
Delahunty.
Forbes cited a $36,050 tuition 
for Kenyon’s 2006-07 academic 
year.  According to Delahunty, 
tuition for the 2008-09 academic 
year will be $40,240, and room 
and board will be $6,600, pend-
ing approval from the board of 
Trustees.
This comprehensive cost of 
$46,840 does not place Kenyon 
among the nation’s most-expen-
s ive  col leg es .  by  comparison, 
Sarah Lawrence College, Forbes’ 
second most expensive college on 
its revised list, charges $38,090 
for tuition and $12,720 for room 
Kenyon to conduct self-study, 
be assessed for reaccreditation
by TeDDy eISmeIer
Staff Writer
Kenyon’s administration is set 
to renew its institutional creden-
tials by launching the process of 
reaccreditation in 2010. The North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools (NCA), a Chicago-based 
accreditation group responsible for 
overseeing over 8,500 private and 
public schools, handles Kenyon’s cer-
tification process, which is scheduled 
to happen every ten years.
President S. Georgia Nugent 
said the reaccredidation process 
is “an opportunity for a college to 
undergo self-study and have an ob-
jective observer come in and provide 
advice.”
The College last underwent 
a reaccredidation review in 2000. 
Provost Greg Spaid described that 
accreditation effort as “an unquali-
fied success” and said the same will 
be true of the 2010 effort.
Kenyon officials will conduct an 
internal review, covering all aspects 
of Kenyon’s operations, Spaid said. 
The review will be submitted to 
the NCA in the form of a written 
report. In 2010, a group of external 
reviewers from NCA will visit the 
campus and prepare a report of their 
own. reviewers will be looking at 
many criteria, including facilities 
and curricula.
According to Spaid, the last 
major change to the curriculum since 
2000 has been the inclusion two new 
requirements for a Kenyon degree: 
foreign language and quantitative 
reasoning.
Accreditation groups some-
times require significant facility up-
grades as well, Spaid said. Although 
Kenyon has made major changes to 
facilities, including construction of 
Changes to housing 
lottery favor seniors
The Housing and Grounds 
Committee of Student Council is 
introducing two changes to this 
year ’s housing lotter y process : 
clarifications on senior-only spaces 
and penalty points for themed 
housing. 
According to the rules pro-
posed by the Housing and Grounds 
Committee and approved by Stu-
dent Council on Sunday, Aclands 
and New Apartments with a l l 
singles have been added to the 
list of senior-only housing , which 
already includes Taft and bexley 
Apartments. This policy intends 
“to ensure that seniors have the 
best housing options on campus,” 
according to the proposal. “Seniors 
should have housing that provides 
them with the most independence 
and the most responsibility.”
Th e  o th er  c hang e  br ing s 
themed-housing policy in line with 
division-housing policy, assigning 
a penalty point to a student who 
lives in themed housing his or her 
sophomore year. “We are trying to 
draw a parallel between division 
housing and themed housing ,” 
said Jack Hornick ’09, chair of the 
Housing and Grounds Committee, 
“because both themed and division 





before the actual lottery.” Stu-
dents currently in themed hous-
ing would not be penalized.
The changes will be discussed 
in Campus Senate this Thursday. 
In the meantime, Hornick and 
Student Council President Jarrett 
moreno ’08 held “office hours,” 
in which they were be available 
for student questions and input, 
“so we can have as much student 
input and feedback as possible 
before [suggestions go] to Sen-
ate,” said Hornick.
The lottery
The housing lotter y,  the 
day-long process in which stu-
dents select their housing for the 
following year, was consolidated 
from multiple lotteries conducted 
over the course of six weeks into 
a single event last spring. 
“Priority for rooms is based 
on a seniority system with stu-
dents awarded points for class,” 
according to last year’s lottery 
document. From those points, 
each student is assigned a number 
“decided by a computerized ran-
dom-lottery-number-generation 
process coordinated with LbIS,” 
determining the selection order 
on the day of the lottery. When 
an individual’s number is called, 
the Kenyon Athletic Center and the 
renovation of Peirce, these changes 
“were not done specifically to help 
Kenyon meet accreditation,” he said, 
“but rather because they needed to be 
done to help Kenyon meet the needs 
of its students into the future.”
For a school like Kenyon, ac-
creditation is a matter of necessity, 
not convenience. “If an institution 
were to lose its accreditation, it 
would no longer qualify for support 
from the U.S. government and its 
reputation would certainly suffer,” 
Spaid said.
Although accrediting agencies 
examine many different aspects of 
an institution’s operations, “by and 
large you’re being accredited as an 
academic institution,” said Nugent.
Kenyon will identify a few spe-
cific objectives within “the overall 
examination of the College,” which 
it has yet to do, she said.




ng6-7 Lounge parties lost?by SArAH FrIeDmANNews Editor
In 2000, North Central As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools, 
the accrediting agency that assesses 
Kenyon’s viability as a nationally 
accredited college once a decade, 
and a committee from the Col-
lege itself raised the suggestion 
that lounge parties be eliminated, 
as they cause noise disturbance, 
vandalism and sexual assault in 
dormitories.
The two-step process of ac-
creditation begins with a “self-
study” conducted by a specially 
assembled College committee to 
evaluate “the degree to which we 
are accomplishing our educational 
mission,” said Dean of Students 
Tammy Gocial. The committee 
evaluates and then writes a report 
about the overall Kenyon student 
experience and the College’s ability 
to achieve its mission, she said. 
The second step is a site visit 
by the accrediting agency’s review-
ers, who assess how the College has 
met the criteria recommended by 
the agency during its last visit and 
then write a report.  
In 2000, the College’s self-
study “identified lounge parties as 
a significant challenge to managing 
alcohol and dealing with sexual 
assault,” said Gocial. The accred-
iting agency’s report confirmed 
that Kenyon should address “all 
issues associated with alcohol use 
and abuse among students” and 
questioned the purpose of lounge 
parties, which are unusual for a 
college, she said. 
The issues
According to Gocial, the issue 
of lounge parties is “part of a bigger 
question of, ‘How are we dealing 
with alcohol on this campus? Are 
we doing it effectively? Do we need 
to do more?’”
As for vandalism, damages 
to the south quad dormitories are 
“significantly more than what we 
have in north quad, really, and 
they’re always on Friday nights and 
Saturday nights,” said Gocial.
Julia DeNiro ’10, a resident of 
fourth floor Old Kenyon in PeePS 
division near Delta Kappa epsilon 
division, said that although the 
dormitory is at times noisy, lounge 
see Parties, page 4
Tuition breaks the bank
Forbes: Kenyon second-most-expensive college in U.S.
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Trustees convene in NY 
BY LiNdsaY MeaNs
News Assistant
Board will discuss budget, swipe cards, new dorms
students protested the proposed swipe card system when it was announced in October.
ROxaNNe sMiTh
On Friday, Feb. 8, the Board 
of Trustees will convene in New 
York City. The major issue dis-
cussed will be the College budget 
proposal for the next fiscal year, 
but the Trustees will also discuss 
the plans for the new campus 
residence hall, the status of the 
capital campaign and the card ac-
cess system for campus housing, 
according to dean of students 
Tammy Gocial.
No students will attend the 
meeting , most likely due to its 
location, said Gocial. “during the 
October Trustees’ meeting, [Chair 
of housing and Grounds] Jack 
hornick ’09 attended,” she said. 
“i don’t think there is anything 
that would preclude him from 
attending this meeting except 
location.”
The access card issue has raised 
many complaints from students, and 
the administration has taken steps to 
assure that the students’ voices will 
be heard at the Board of Trustees 
meeting. “The housing and Grounds 
Committee of student Council 
presented a written report of their 
thoughts and recommendations to 
the Board,” said Gocial. “This docu-
ment will represent students’ opin-
ions.” Gocial said that she and Chief 
Business Officer dave McConnell 
will “help explicate those opinions 
during the meeting.” McConnell 
was unavailable for comment at 
press time.
The card access system will be 
discussed, but it is not a closed issue. 
“There will definitely be additional 
conversations about the card access 
system for campus housing ,” said 
Gocial. “The decision reached during 
this Trustee meeting will simply be 
the allocation of the money to pur-
chase the system.” students will still 
have input about how the system is 
implemented, said Gocial, and the 
College wants to make sure that it 
is installed “in a way that meets the 
blend of needs represented by the 
College, students and parents.”
stephanie Carlson-Flynn ’11 
attended the student-organized 
protests against the card access sys-
tem in October. “People are clearly 
upset about [the fact that students 
won’t be able to directly address 
the Trustees], but they can’t really 
do anything about it … having the 
meeting in New York doesn’t help 
us have a voice,” she said.
 after the meeting, McConnell 
or Gocial will contact hornick, 
who will then “share the decision 





and board—about $4,500 more 
than Kenyon’s  prediction for 
next year.
Why so expensive?
“The most expensive thing 
at Kenyon is people,” said dela-
hunty. “The only way to really 
economize at Kenyon is to try to 
reduce labor costs, and to reduce 
labor costs is going to reduce 
quality of experience.” 
The College’s second-larg-
est cost,  she said, is  financial 
aid, which consumes about 23 
percent of its budget.
another reason Kenyon’s 
tuition—thoug h not its  total 
cost—is one of the highest in the 
nation is that the College allo-
cates costs differently than other 
colleges do when assessing tuition 
and room and board fees.
“We’ve been allocating costs 
with an older formula that we 
haven’t looked at 
in a while,”  sa id 
N u g e n t .  C o s t s 
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e 
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e 
room and board 




For example, according to 
Nugent, the current formula was 
developed “before the ubiquity 
of computers,” so tuition pays for 
the “major expense” of iT when 
it is in fact largely a room and 
board-related cost. Tuition also 
covers aVi’s expensive local foods 
effort; at other colleges, most of 
which have specific meal plans, 
food costs would clearly fall under 
the category of room and board. 
How can students pay?
“ever y Kenyon student is 
coming at a discount,” said dela-
hunty. even students paying full 
tuition and fees only pay about 
76 percent of their total cost 
each academic year, she said. The 
other 24 percent of the College’s 
annual operating budget comes 
from 4.5 percent interest on its 
endowment, gifts from alumni 
and revenues from conference 
fees.
according to delahunt y, 
at $200 million, the College’s 
endowment is about the 49th 
largest in the nation. “it’s like 
we’re [a] different species” from 
schools with larger endowments, 
she said.  harvard University’s 
endowment, for example, is $34.6 
billion. an endowment is “the 
greatest guarantee of cost control 
and accessibility, and it’s our big-
gest vulnerability,” she said. The 
“ We are Kenyon” campaign is 
intended to increase the College’s 
endowment.
There is no way of knowing , 
however, how underprivileged 
potential applicants will react to 
Kenyon’s ranking.
“You potentially have people 
making a decision in advance that 
is based on false information,” 
said dean of students Tammy 
Gocial.
For the College’s tuition “to 
be that high and to be sort of 
notable is challenging because 
people have to look at that num-
ber in comparison with their per-
sonal circumstances,” said Gocial. 
“if you never apply because you 
think it’s too expensive, then we 
miss out on students we would 
love to have.”
“We still get students from ev-
ery possible socioeconomic back-
ground applying to Kenyon,” even 
though it appears on 
the Forbes list every 
year, said delahunty. 
“it ’s  daunting  and 
discouraging infor-
mation, but our job 
as educators is to let 
people know it’s still 
affordable” because 
of financial aid.
Nobody at the College, es-
pecially the “independent, kind 
of quirky student” that Kenyon 
attracts, wants to feel that it is 
only affordable for millionaires, 
said Gocial. “i think we want to 
be the kind of place where people 
fit, where people feel comfort-
able, and we don’t want that to be 
based on money,” she said.
No changes to decrease cost
Costs to the Colleg e wil l 
remain the same, according to 
Nug ent.  The issue at  hand is 
“cost allocation,” how the College 
breaks up its costs into tuition 
and room and board fees, not the 
costs themselves.
O verhead costs  l ike  ele c-
tricity and heating complicate 
the cost allocation process, said 
Nugent, because they are “part of 
the overall budget of the College.” 
in order to determine tuition and 
room and board fees, the College 
must evaluate the percentages of 
each resource used in student 
residences and in other College 
buildings. 
“ We sit around the senior-
staff table and talk about alloca-
tions for carpeting ,” said dela-
hunty. “every single dime here is 
used incredibly well.” 
“That list is 
meaningless.”
- President S. 
Georgia Nugent
BY MaReNKa                     
ThOMPsON-OdLUM
Staff Writer
since October,  the 170-
year-old Torah that was donated 
to Kenyon Colleg e hillel  by 
Michael and deborah salzberg , 
parents of anna salzberg ’09, has 
had no permanent place. Two 
woodworkers from the Gam-
bier area , audrey Fenigstein, 
wife of Professor of Psycholog y 
allan Fenigstein, and Jack es-
slinger, husband of Professor of 
art Claudia esslinger, are now 
designing and constructing an 
ark to house the Torah. The 
Torah was rescued from the Lvov 
region of the Ukraine and hand-
restored by Rabbi Menachem 
Youlus before being donated.
an ark is  the traditional 
house for a Torah. “its func-
tion is one of both protection 
and respect for the Torah scroll,” 
said hillel director Marc Bragin. 
Though there is no traditional 
design for an ark, it is often very 
ornate. it can, however, be simple 
and unadorned. The ark is known 
as the aron Kodesh, the “holy 
ark” in hebrew, and is usually 
placed on a synagogue’s eastern 
wall, facing Jerusalem.
“Our particular ark will be made 
from fallen oaks around campus and 
it is being designed and built by Ke-
nyon and Gambier residents, so it is 
truly a Kenyon project,” said Bra-
gin. The oak trees used in the ark’s 
construction have fallen due to 
natural causes, said Bragin, so the 
construction is environmentally 
conscious. There has been input 
about its design from students, 
faculty, administration and local 
residents. 
Besides oak wood, the ark 
wil l  a lso  conta in e lements  of 
glass and maybe copper, “but the 
design is an ever-evolving process 
and little alterations are bound to 
occur,” said Bragin. The ark must 
be physically manageable so that 
it can be moved around campus, 
as hillel is not large enough to 
accommodate high holy day ser-
vices, forcing the Jewish commu-
nity to find other campus spaces 
in which to hold services.
There is no designated space 
for the ark and the Torah as of 
yet, but Bragin said he hopes that 
“the ark and Torah scroll will be 
put somewhere on campus where 
[they] can be admired and ap -
preciated, but also where [they] 
will be secure and safe from the 
elements. Maybe somewhere in 
the library or in special Collec-
tions.”
ark designed for Torah 
The ernst shuttle is now running!
Pick-up is from the College Bookstore 
every ten minutes from 5:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
on Friday and saturday.
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Feb. 3, 2008
• The Housing and Grounds Committee has been working on making 
changes to the Housing Lottery. Now, sophomores who live in themed 
housing incur a point loss for the next lottery they enter. An amendment to 
this rule determined that students who live in division or themed housing 
their sophomore year and go abroad for all of junior year will still have full 
lottery points for their senior year. However, students who live in division 
or themed housing for sophomore year, go abroad for first semester junior 
year, and choose to live in division or themed housing second semester 
junior year will have a point loss for senior year. This amendment was 
approved by the council.
• There were ten nominations for Chair of Campus Safety, but only 
one person, Anna Heintzelman ’09, showed interest and filled out the 
necessary forms. Because it would be an uncontested election, Student 
Council decided to appoint Heintzelman as the Campus Safety Chair. 
• The Student Council will hold office hours in Hayes 109, from 9:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m., Feb. 4-5 in order to answer questions from the student 
body on the housing lottery changes. Council president Jarrett Moreno 
’08 and Housing and Grounds Chair Jack Hornick ’09 will facilitate the 
meeting.
• A sub-committee on cheating in the Housing Lottery will be 
formed with members of the Office of Residential Life. Res Life will be 
useful because it has experience with which prevention strategies work 
and which do not.
—Marenka Thompson-Odlum
Student CouncilHousing: themed and division 
incur equivalent lottery penalties
From page 1
that student can select housing for 
his/her roommates or apartment-
mates as well.
Upper-class housing was lim-
ited through a collective-point 
system last year, requiring a certain 
number of full-point seniors to be 
in the group to acquire housing in 
Taft and Bexley Apartments. The 
recent change permits half the 
seniors in those living spaces to 
have less than full points, as long 
as that loss had not occurred for 
judicial reasons.
“They wanted to make sure 
that  no students  who were in 
themed housing or division hous-
ing ended up not being able to get 
into senior housing because they 
were [in a] full point group,” said 
Assistant Dean of Students for 
Housing and Residentia l  L ife 
Alicia Dugas. She said that they 
want to encourage students to 
live in themed housing , especially 
juniors, without giving them an 
unfair advantage.
“I  th in k students  wi l l  b e 
receptive to the senior-only hous-
ing ,” said Hornick, saying it will 
give some of those who have had 
lost points for division housing a 
chance to live in these spaces. He 
has also noticed general agreement 
with the penalty-point change as 
well, he said. 
R e s i d enti a l  L i f e  an d  th e 
Housing and Grounds Committee 
have also been working to smooth 
out other kinks in the relatively 
new lottery system. Cathy Kemp-
ton, computer records supervisor 
and housing process coordinator 
for the student affairs division, 
said that they will designate lon-
ger time slots for classes, “so that 
the sophomores aren’t sitting for 
two and a half hours while the 
juniors are still picking ,” she said. 
“It will be a much longer-planned 
day, but I think it will cut down 
on the students in the arena wait-
ing.”
Ho rn i c k  a n d  D ug a s  a l s o 
talked about plans to implement 
a system that would cut back on 
cheating and point-buying . “A 
week or so before the lottery we 
will send everyone their individ-
ual number,” he said, as opposed 
to the traditional system of public 
posting of ever yone’s number. 
“They will have a pretty good idea 
of where they stand, but … only 
they know their pick.” They said 
they feel that this will cut back on 
people trying to take advantage of 
friends with higher numbers. 
Dugas also addressed a con-
cern from last year’s lottery: the 
number of students left without 
housing. “That number is pulled 
together from a lot of different 
places,” she said, “but we’re trying 
to cut down on the people who 
show up at the lottery system for 
their time slot” and do not end up 
with a space. Dugas said that re-
leasing more off-campus students 
earlier will help with that.
They also hope to have a more 
live-action overhead projection of 
available housing options, so stu-
dents will know instantaneously 
when spaces are taken. Dug as 
also plans to have the expecta-
tions for themed-housing groups 
more clearly expressed, requiring 
that all members of the group be 
present for the interview process. 
Housing and Grounds will still 
make the selection. 
“Housing and Grounds and 
Residential Life work really well 
together; it’s been a really great 
team approach,” said Dugas. “We 
really take those student opinions 
to heart and want to see them 
enacted. We know that those are 
the people that know best.”
The lottery will take place on 
Sunday, April 14 in the Kenyon 
Athletic Center. For further refer-
ence, the policy changes are sum-
marized at http ://community.
kenyon.edu/x505.xml.
Safedrives restarts
By SARAH FRIeDMAN AND 
LINDSAy MeANS
Collegian Staff
After its vans ground to a halt 
last semester, campus service group 
Safedrives has restarted its effort 
to provide safe transportation to 
party-goers on weekend nights.
Safedrives coordinator Jack 
Robling ’10 said that the service 
stopped last semester due to “logis-
tical issues. … A bunch of different 
problems bogged it down.”
Safedrives lost a permanent 
home when the Crozier Center for 
Women informed the group that 
it could no longer use the space 
as a base of operations. Safedrives 
used to be stationed in Crozier’s 
second-floor library, but because 
of the housing crunch the library 
was turned into a bedroom this 
year. Downstairs, “there wasn’t 
a definite spot [for Safedrives] 
… there was conf usion about 
how it was supposed to be run,” 
said Rachel Kaupilla ’08, student 
manager of the Crozier Center. 
“Because [Safedrives] became 
a Greek thing , there were some 
weekends where there would be 
all fraternity boys doing it, and I 
didn’t think it was appropriate for 
a women’s center.” 
even if the Safedrives partici-
pants stationed at Crozier were all 
women, the problems due to lack 
of space and organization would 
persist, said Kaupilla. 
Safedrives, which operated 
at Kenyon in years past, was only 
restarted this past fall. “The [origi-
nal] Safedrives program kind of 
disbanded due to the student 
leadership that had been running 
it not wanting to run it anymore,” 
said Budget Finance Committee 
co-chair Julia Wessel ’08. The 
Greek Council was instrumental 
in launching the program.
The College does not foot the 
program’s bill, which last semester 
totaled under $100, according to 
Wessel. “It’s a student program run 
for other students,” she said. “Hav-
ing the BFC pay for it, which is 
student money, was the idea.”
Wessel said that while Greek 
Council spearheaded the effort to 
get Safedrives back on campus, the 
group is eager to have non-Greek 
volunteers. Beer and Sex Advisors, 
for example, operated Safedrives 
several times last semester. “Any 
non- Greek organizations that 
want to get involved with Safe-
drives definitely should,” said 
Wessel. 
“I’m of the opinion that if 
your organization uses it,  you 
should help run it,” said Robling. 
“It would be great to reach out 
beyond the Greek system, and I’m 
hoping that other groups might be 
able to get involved … off-season 
teams, clubs.”
After its December hiatus, 
Safedrives restarted the last week 
of the semester. This time, how-
ever, it will stay running , said 
Robling .  A Safedrives  board, 
composed of both Greek and 
non-Greek students, has been 
created to “handle quality assur-
ance,” according to Robling. The 
board members are Will Peters ’10, 
Nate Gray ’10, Sophie Booth ’10, 
Matt Sargent ’10 and Christine 
Bullock ’11.  
The program will now run 
out of the Unity House at Bexley 
Apartments.
—additional  re porting by 
Teddy Eismeier
Feb. 4, 2008
• The Gambier Village Council met on Monday evening to pass an ordinance changing Chester 
Lane into a one-way street.  The Council acted on this matter after a request from those living along 
the narrow street who were concerned about the safety of residents as well as the children from the 
Wiggin Street elementary School.  Chester Lane runs next to the school.  Chester Lane will now run 
one way from east Wiggin Street north to east Brooklyn Street.
• Councilmember Lee Cubie reported that the Streets and Utilities Commission is looking to 
rework the corner of east Wiggin and South Ackland Streets, which they consider to have poor vis-
ibility.  According to Cubie, the current plan is to put into place new curbs as well as eliminate the 
“head-in” parking spaces in front of the epworth United Methodist Church, replacing them with two 
parallel-parking spaces.  Cubie said that he has spoken to a lay leader in the church and intends to 
discuss the plan with the church’s pastor, the Rev. Michael Padula.
• The Council unanimously approved the Village budget for 2008, after discussing it extensively. 
Among other items, Council Clerk Mary Samuell announced that the Village’s total debt is $2,311,480. 
The Village paid about $100,000 in interest payments on that debt last year.
• Mayor Kirk emmert announced that he is continuing discussion about re-painting the Village’s 
water tower in an artistic fashion. According to emmert, Professor of Philosophy Juan de Pascuale 
proposed that Professor of Studio Art Barry Gunderson execute a design for the water tower.  emmert 
said that after a rendering is received, the Village would investigate what would be the additional cost 
over a standard paint-job.
• Although the Council did not act on the still-pending request to rezone the block bounded 
by east Wiggin, east Brooklyn, North Ackland and Middle Path, David McConnell, Kenyon’s chief 
business officer, reiterated the College’s support for the change, saying that it is important for the revi-
talization of the Village center. Mayor emmert announced that a first reading of a rezoning ordinance 
would be proposed at the March Council meeting.
• The Council also approved ordinances adopting a formal lift station policy and to change the 
due date of employee payments, which had been considered at previous meetings.  The Council also 
approved the second reading of an ordinance to set the amount the Village intends to compensate for 
employees receiving necessary Ohio water and wastewater licenses.




The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, February 7, 2008Thursday, February 7, 2008News News 
Greek Council
Feb. 4, 2008
• The Greek Council convened for emergency sessions on 
Wednesday, Jan. 30 and Sunday, Feb. 3 to discuss how rush violation 
investigations are authorized and executed. Council continued this 
discussion on Monday.
• Jack Robling ’10 set up easy sign-up for SafeDrives on Google 
calendars.
Judiciary and rush violations
• Council discussed how to improve its judiciary. Dean of Students 
Tammy Gocial recommended setting out specific rules rather than 
existing general ones; create a procedure.
• Greek Council Vice President Lizzy Wiener ’09 said Greek 
constitution works in ideal situation but, as Gocial said, it must work 
in worst-case scenarios as well. Council should go “back to the drawing 
board” to make sure powers cannot be abused and adequate procedures 
are in place. Judiciary crisis underlines general problems in the consti-
tution that must be discussed in the future.
• Laule’a Gorden-Kuehn ’10 suggested that Council make emer-
gency provisions for problems this semester that can later be thrown 
out.
• The current process is that when someone complains to Greek 
Council President Brendan Mysliwiec ’08, he can authorize an inves-
tigation. It was suggested that there should be a preliminary investiga-
tion to make sure claims are substantiated before actual investigation 
begins.
• Council will discuss why so many rush rules are broken; it wants 
to figure out how to keep rushes safe and to present a good face to 
campus. 
• Council voted on whether the issuing board will be the existing 
Judiciary Board or a newly created board. The decision will apply only 
to future investigations, not to ones already underway.
• Gocial: How much proof is needed to start an investigation? 
What would the preliminary group/issuing board look for before going 
forward with the investigation?
• There should be students other than those in the organiza-
tions under investigation involved—maybe one delegate per Greek 
organization.
• Many investigations now are based on hearsay. Though people 
other than eyewitnesses should be permitted to submit complaints, 
there should be double checks on sources. Maybe sources should not 
be allowed to remain anonymous; but maybe people would not report 
violations by organizations in which they have friends.
• There should be a standard for evidence so that sources can be 
evaluated.
• Judicial Board exists; trust them to review evidence and decide 
if accused group violated policy based on “preponderance of evidence,” 
i.e. more likely than not. College does not use the “innocent until 
proven guilty” system.
• The Council decided to make a claim form that a person with 
a complaint can fill out and submit to the Judiciary Board, which 
will decide whether it warrants a hearing. The complaint will not be 
anonymous, but it also will not be public information. The form should 
include the person’s name, his relationship to the accused organization, 
affiliation, position at the College (Community Advisor, Office of 
Safety and Security officer), reason for report (i.e. safety concerns), 
day and time of event, description of event and person’s involvement. 
This form replaces preliminary investigation.
• Time frame for complaint: for rush it can be short—for pledg-
ing it should be longer because hazing takes a while to process; it is 
difficult for a first year to publicly conflict with an organization, and 
he or she may want to wait until summer to submit a complaint. Will 
a long time frame make claim irrelevant? No: for example, there is no 
statute of limitations on sexual assault at the College.
• Officially, no organizations have been charged, though there 
have been allegations.
• Organizations will know of the allegations as soon as they are 
charged; organizations will have Greek Council liason so that over-
sights can be cleared up.
• When the claim form comes in and the issuing board decides 
to investigate, the accused organization should submit a written state-
ment, which will serve as its defense.
• The form will be in Student Activities Office and Student Affairs 
Center. Issuing board will notify organization and ask for statement.
• If group says that it did violate rules, Judicial Board will decide 
on punishment. If it says no, investigation will proceed. Discussion 
will continue next week.
—Sarah Friedman
 Many organizations host parties in the Delta Kappa Epsilon lounge.
BOB DORFF
parties specifically do not dis-
turb her. “I can’t hear those at 
all,” she said.  
If lounge parties were elimi-
nated and more parties occurred 
in division, “I think it really 
would bother me because the 
walls here in Old Kenyon are 
really thin,” said DeNiro. She 
said that she has not seen any 
writing or other vandalism in 
the dorm.  
The likelihood of elimination
“For  the  most  p ar t ,  the 
accreditation process is much 
more focused on the curricular 
and academic side of the house 
than it is on student life issues 
[such as parties],” said President 
S. Georgia Nugent. “It will look 
at everything , but by and large 
you’re  being accredited as  an 
academic institution.” 
Nug ent sa id that she had 
not heard of the consideration of 
eliminating lounge parties. Even 
if the accreditation agency rec-
ommends that lounge parties be 
eliminated, she said, the College 
might continue to allow them. 
She said there is a “pretty wide 
gap” between the accreditation 
agency’s recommendations and 
the possibility of the College fail-
ing to be reaccredited.
For the time being , lounge 
parties are safe. The assessment 
of lounge parties’ viability at Ken-
yon is “just an investigation at this 
point,” said Gocial. Though the 
College will likely be reaccredited 
even if it continues to permit 
lounge parties, the investigation 
allows the College to focus on 
“ bigger-picture outcomes,” she 
said. The reaccredidation process 
provides a timely opportunity for 
reassessment of lounge parties 
as a contributor to problems on 
Kenyon’s campus, she said.
Parties in Peirce?
Once the renovated Peirce 
Hall opens, parties may be re-
quired to be held in one of that 
building’s spaces, said Gocial.
“There’s an incredible rever-
ence about the space [Peirce],” 
said Gocial. “I think that sense 
of ownership about Peirce is re-
ally heartfelt,” so students would 
be less likely to vandalize it than 
residence halls. 
 “One  of  the  arg uments 
[ a g a i n s t  h o l d i n g  p a r t i e s  i n 
Peirce] I keep hearing back from 
students is that ‘all the parties are 
going to be the same,’” she said. 
All the parties are already the 
same, she said: “a keg in a room, 
maybe a little bit of music.”
Parties: no elimination for 
reaccreditation, said administration
From page 1




Several Greek organizations 
may face investigations for viola-
tions during rush week. Greek 
Counci l  held  t wo emerg enc y 
me eting s  on We dnesday,  Jan . 
30 and Sunday, Feb. 3 to discuss 
what should be done in response. 
No organizations have been of-
ficially charged with violations, 
but allegations  have been made 
against Beta Theta Pi, Delta Tau 
Delta, Psi Upsilon, Zeta Alpha Pi 
and others. 
In the emergency sessions, 
Council discussed the impend-
ing investigations and the Greek 
Constitution, which is currently 
being reworked and has not yet 
been approved. Thus, there are 
no standards accepted by the 
Greek community for judicial 
procceses, such as investigations 
of rush violations. This lack of 
precedent has caused confusion 
among Greeks about how and by 
whom investigations are autho-
rized and implemented. 
For now, until  the Greek 
Council completes its prelimi-
nary investigations, the College 
administration will not inves-
tigate, said Director of Student 
Activities Brent Turner. If, after a 
report is submitted, the organiza-
tions or individuals in question 
Look for a complete report of the developing story in next week’s Collegian.
are formally charged with viola-
tions, the organizations will “be-
gin the College judicial process, 
either through an administrative 
hearing or the Campus Judicial 
Board,” said Turner. 
The Council decided that 
a  complaint  form—requiring 
more information than hear-
say— should be created for use 
in future investig ations .  The 
form would establish  a proce-
dure for filing and investigating 
allegations.
G re e k  C o un c i l  a l s o  d i s -
cussed the differences between 
rush and pledging violations but 
made no decisions about possible 
differences in investigations.
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Jan. 30 – Feb. 5, 2008 
Jan. 30, 10:1p.m.—Medical call regarding ill student on Middle 
Path.  Student transported by squad to the hospital.
Jan. 31, :3a.m.—Medical call regarding ill student at Manning 
Hall.  Nurse Practitioner was contacted.
Jan. 31, :3a.m.—Vandalism in room at Hanna Hall.
Feb. 1, 10:08p.m.—Underage possession of alcohol at Manning Hall.
Feb. 2, 12:16a.m.—Underage consumption of alcohol at Weaver 
Cottage.
Feb. 2, :7p.m.—Report of credit/debit card fraud.
Feb. 2, 11:0p.m.—Vandalism to headstone at cemetery.
Feb. 2, 11:1p.m.—Underage consumption of alcohol at McBride 
Residence.
Feb. 3, 12:03a.m.—Underage consumption of alcohol at Norton 
Hall.
Feb. 3, 12:10a.m.—Underage consumption of alcohol at Mather 
Residence.
Feb. 3, 12:1a.m.—Tempering with fire equipment/extinguisher 
discharged at Hanna Hall.
Feb. 3, 12:3a.m.—Underage consumption of alcohol at Mather 
Residence.
Feb. 3, 1:27a.m.—Vandalism/walls marked with red paint at Mather 
Residence.
Feb. 3, 1:38a.m.—Vandalism to EXIT light at Old Kenyon.
Feb. 3, 2:12a.m.—Vandalism/glass broken on door at Mather 
Residence.
Feb. 3, 3:00a.m.—Fireworks in area of Acland Apartments.
Feb. 3, 3:09p.m.—Reported theft of cell phone.
Feb. , 8:2a.m.—Report filed with sheriff ’s office regarding credit/
debit card fraud.
Feb. , 6:03p.m.—Non-injury vehicle accident on SR229 at the bike 
path.
Feb. , 3:38p.m.—Medical call regarding injured student at Mather 
Residence.  Student transported to Health Center.
Feb. , 11:09a.m.—Fraudulent use of credit card.  Report filed with 
the sheriff ’s office.
Feb. , 9:1p.m.—Medical call regarding ill student at Hanna Hall.  
Student transported to the Health Center.
Feb. , :2p.m.—Theft of item from locker room at the KAC.  
Report filed with the sheriff ’s office.
Feb. 6, 1:1p.m.—Fraudulent use of credit card.  Report filed with 
the sheriff ’s office.
Village RecordMount Vernon ninth graders 
experience life at Kenyon
By NICK MOHAR-SCHURz
Staff Writer
On Monday, Feb. 11, in co-
operation with Kenyon College 
and Mount Vernon Nazarene 
University, Mount Vernon High 
S chool  wil l  be  sending hig h 
school freshmen to campus to 
experience a reg ular weekday 
col leg e  routine.  Both of  the 
colleges will host about 35 high 
school students. 
First implemented last year, 
the Team 9 Colleg e Campus 
Field Trip Project has been in the 
making for about four years, said 
Assistant Director for Residen-
tial Life Bryan Shelangoski. 
From  8 : 0 0  a . m .  to  9 : 0 0 
a .m., the students will attend 
a presentation by the school’s 
admissions office. Then, they 
will follow their host students 
to classes, labs or any other activi-
ties that make up their Monday 
schedules. At noon, the visiting 
students will have lunch, followed 
by a meeting with Senior Advisor 
to the President Howard Sacks at 
1:15 p.m. By 1:45 p.m., they will 
return to their scheduled high 
school classes.
At the high school, Shelan-
goski said, this project is even 
more serious, as it actually entails 
homework preparation. The visi-
tors, for example, are expected to 
have prepared at least 25 ques-
tions to ask throughout the day. 
He said that he hopes the ninth 
graders maintain relationships 
with their college hosts through-
out high school, or at least feel 
that they have a person they can 
contact with questions regarding 
college life. 
The program will probably 
boost local admissions, Shelan-
goski said, but that is not the pro-
gram’s main goal. The objective 
is to educate them about college, 
not to recruit for Kenyon, he said. 
Statistics regarding the project’s 
effects on admissions cannot yet 
be calculated, as the event is still 
rather new, said Shelangoski.  
Shelangoski said he hopes 
to bring the idea to other high 
schools. “It’s a very worthwhile 
program,” he said. This year, Ke-
nyon will be giving away lanyards 
to the visiting ninth graders.
According to Shelangoski, 
the majority of the event is co-
ordinated by the Student Affairs 
Office, but last year, Dean of Stu-
dents Tammy Gocial and Associ-
ate Dean of Students and Director 
of Multicultural Affairs Chris 
Kennerly aided Sacks, he said.  
The backup date, in case of 
inclement weather, is Wednesday, 
Feb. 13.
Paid Advertisement
The Collegian is looking for a 
Web Intern
Learn about Web Design 
and Development and 
help develop content for 
the Collegian’s soon-to-be 
released new Web site
                 
Please e-mail Dan Streicher, design 
editor, at streicherd@kenyon.edu.
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It’s official. Philander’s 
Phebruary Phling 2008 has 
come and gone; we journeyed 
to Atlantis, some of us return-
ing with nothing more than 
bruised dignity, dented egos, 
and mangled hearts—not to 
mention a few poor soles with 
broken heels. Others showed 
up busted to begin with, and 
proceeded to rock out and rock 
on. So before we direct our 
attentions to conceiving, con-
spiring and conflating Shock 
Your Momma garb, efforts 
made at dress Saturday night 
deserve recognition. Though 
an event rich for fodder, the 
Collegian will most likely opt 
not to broadcast details of 
such sordid events; a lingerie 
purveyor we, sadly, are not. 
In circulating the hulking, 
super-sized dance floor (re-
ally, was anyone cajoled as to 
be blind to the indoor-track 
venue?) there appeared a num-
ber of trends. In the year 2008, 
individuals are presented with 
seemingly unlimited ways to 
“be in fashion” and retain a 
certain studied, maverick sen-
sibility. It is not hard to appear 
chic, let alone presentable. But 
there is something to be said 
for those who identify a whim, 
cultivating it, before it becomes 
a fad. What struck one most 
was the abundant return of 
The Waist.
After the impressive epoch 
of the jersey tent/swing dress–
wh ich Ralph Rucci could fea-
sibly lay claim to if he pushed 
for it (his mature, draconian 
silhouettes from 2000-2003 
foresaw what would become 
a youth explosion in lighter 
construction)—it seems an 
end may be in sight.  A certain 
set of women have always 
loved the pencil skirt (albeit 
either professional or “on in 
years”), but few jeunes filles 
have embraced the corsetry-
inspired, and hardly anyone 
the crinoline.  Understandably, 
a crinoline may seem archaic, if 
not downright absurd, to our 
generation, yet surely there is 
nothing inherently wrong with 
the female abdomen?
When worn at or just be-
low the natural waist, the pen-
cil skirt (the best, if you’ve the 
lithe height, is actually the tulip 
skirt), bustier, and crinoline 
have in common an ability 
to visually reshape the body 
of their wearer—specifically, 
shrinking the appearance of the 
waist’s width. This Saturday, 
many girls left their wispy, filmy 
sacks in the closet, choosing 
garments with defined waists 
and structured busts. Executed 
primarily in substantial textiles, 
these dresses held their own 
and their wearers in.
Another form the most 
recent Trapeze evolved was 
the re-worked Baby Doll. Not 
quite high as an Empire, the 
Baby Doll “waist” sits between 
the end of the bosom and the 
midriff (the bellybutton de-
notes the plane of one’s natural 
waist).  When a garment like 
this is approached from a more 
tailored, near-dour perspective, 
the final product is frequently 
more elegant, flattering, and 
sophisticated.  Just because a 
garment has these qualities, 
it’s silly to discriminate and (a 
la Ms. Golightly’s philosophy 
on diamonds) relegate them to 
“later in life.” 
You’re only young once, 
and then later your metabolism 
slows … or something to that 
effect.
What also struck us was 
the predominance of blues, 
teals and aquas. To be honest, 
we should’ve seen it coming, 
what with the whole “under 
water” thing and all.  What we 
delighted in was the abundant 
sheaths of full sequins and 
tunics, like liquid, in metal-
lics.  These dresses flickered 
by throughout the evening, 
pleasantly passing as schools 
of fish, shimmering through 
the dim. Irregardless of form, 
the sequined, pailletted and 
shimmering triumphed that 
evening.  
As for trumping, girls had 
some serious competition with 
the opposite gender. Minus a 
tuxedo so ill-fitting that the 
individual would probably 
have fared better in a Baby 
Doll himself, the male species 
cleaned up better than anyone 
regularly gives them credit 
for on the whole. A distinct 
aberration was the bowtie, 
which seemed to be at every 
turn. Also, oddly enough, a 
throwback to the fedora reared 
itself  sur les têtes des hommes. 
Note that they were a  distant 
departure from the plastic, 
party variety.
With a select few don-
ning patterns, graphic interest 
enhanced the event’s overall 
aesthetic. Fedoras were not the 
only accessory of yore; two girls 
put their gloves on for a night 
out on the town. Well, for a 
night out on Mondo Super X’s 
synthetic surface.  
Article and spread by 
Sam  Leeds
La st  Saturday nig ht , 
Kenyon students g ot a l l 
dol led up and made the 
trek down to the Kenyon 
Athletic Center for Phi-
lander’s Phling 2008: The 
Lost City of Atlantis. The 
annual event, including live 
music, dancing and games, 
began at 10 p.m. and lasted 
until 2 a.m.        
Before the event, 150 
students attended a free 
dinner in Gund Ballroom 
hosted by ADEPT, the Al-
cohol and Drug Education 
Program Team, complete 
with real tablecloths and 
c loth  nap kins .  “I  rea l ly 
enjoyed the Phling Pheast 
by ADEPT because it was 
a way for me to talk and 
socialize with people before 
the  dance  star te d ,”  sa id 
Laurel Eckstrand ’10.
Students crammed like 
sardines into Kenyon shut-
tle buses for transportation 
to the event. The shuttles 
were  d ri ven  by  stu d ent 
volunteers and some famil-
iar faces from the College 
faculty.
“I  think that  Phl ing 
went  we l l ,”  s a i d  Ph l ing 
Committe e  Cha ir  Traci 
Gau ’08 of the night’s fes-
tivities .  The e vent  con-
sisted of two main activi-
ties: gambling and dancing. 
Gambling took place on 
the half of the basketball 
courts not converted to a 
coat check—aka the “cruise 
ship deck.” Students who 
chose to were given 2,000 
fa ke dol lars  with which 
to gamble. Gambling was 
provided by Rat Pack Ohio. 
“All the dealers were very 
friendly and helpful,” said 
Eckstrand. “[ The] games 
were fun win or lose.” 
If students got tired of 
gambling , they could wan-
der down into the murky 
depths  of  Atlantis—the 
indoor track—for a spin 
on the dance floor. True to 
the fishy theme, the track 
had been festooned with 
decorations reminiscent of 
the Lost City: fish cutouts 
swam amongst the rafters, 
murals  sug g ested an un-
derwater mood and white 
monolithic ruins greeted 
dancers. Gau credits Emily 
Butterfield ’11 with com-
ing up with “The Lost City 
of Atlantis” for the event’s 
theme. The Phling commit-
tee had “decorated with the 
help of numerous student 
organizations … on the day 
of Phling from about 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., said Gau. 
Gau cha ire d the  Ph l ing 
committee, which included 
Butterfield, Katya Karaiva-
nova ’10, Zina Kayyali ’11 
and Liz Aznar ’11. Brent 
Turner, director of student 
activities, was the commit-
tee’s advisor.
While the decorations 
were watery, the music and 
the mood were on fire. The 
off-campus band Jady Cur-
rent heated up the stage 
between sets  by student 
b ands  Jet  Lu,  Wa l k  the 
Moon and Detroit Groove. 
About halfway through the 
night, band member Steven 
Leiser-Mitchell ’10 made 
wave s  by  we aring  a  tan 
strapless bra on his head. 
T h e  P h l i n g  c o mm i t t e e 
chose the bands by listen-
ing to demo CDs and going 
to hear them perform, when 
possible. 
Although it is over for 
this year, students are al-
ready looking forward to 
next year’s Phling. “Some-
thing to look for ward to 
next year is that Phling will 
return to its usual location: 
Peirce,” said Gau. “So it 
should be even better!” 
by Caroline Eichler
KAC gets all dolled up for Phling
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“New York Fashion Week at 
Bryant Park began last week on 
Friday. Because we on the hill 
are just so genius, check out the 
similarities between what is being 
offered up for Fall / Winter ’08 
and what we wore on Saturday. 
You’re ahead of the curve, reader. 
You’re so money and you don’t 
even know it.”
Phling images courtesy of 
Seavolt’s Studio and the Stu-
dent Activities Office. 
Fashion Week images 
courtesy of Style.com
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The opinions page is a space for members 
of the community to discuss issues relevant 
to the campus and the world at large. The 
opinions expressed on this page belong only 
to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors 
do not reflect to opinions of the Kenyon 
Collegian staff. All members of the commuity 
are welcome to express opinions through a 
letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to 
edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. 
The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or 
psendonymous letters. Letters must be signed 
by individuals, not organizations, and must 
be 200 words or less. Letters must also be 
received no later than the Tuesday prior to 
publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as 
many letters as possible each week subject to 
space, interest and appropriateness. Members 
of the editorial board reserve the right to reject 
any submission. The views expressed in the 
paper do not necesassarily reflect the views of 
Kenyon College. 
in my room playing Madden Foot-
ball on my Xbox. What seemed 
to be a never-ending stream of 
Red Sox fans, with whom I had 
feuded, pounded on my locked 
door to remind me of my shame. 
As they knocked, jubilant and 
triumphant, I adjusted the set-
ting s of the game to easy. On 
every play, I sent Michael Strahan 
and Osi Umenyiora round the 
corner, blitzing as hard as was 
digitally possible, trying to kill 
the virtual Tom Brady, searching 
vainly for payback for what the 
Boston Red Sox had just done to 
New York, to the Yankees, to all 
Yankee fans … to me. A friend 
came by, an upperclassman and a 
Red Sox fan, and he told me that 
the world spins slowly before 
it spins quickly. At the time, I 
didn’t get it.
Fate, it seems, has my sense 
of humor. 
In my last semester at Ken-
yon, I stood jubilant and trium-
phant as a seemingly unstoppable 
powerhouse was taken apart by a 
rag-tag group of misfits in the in-
exhaustible New York-Boston ri-
valry. This time it was my Giants, 
who had started the season 0-2, 
emerging victorious—against all 
odds—from their battle with the 
undefeated juggernaut that was 
the Patriots. As Eli Manning ’s 
pass dropped into the waiting 
arms of Plaxico Burress and I 
was enveloped by my fellow Gi-
ants fans, I wanted to title this 
article “One small throw for Eli, 
one giant leap for mankind.” I 
wanted to write of David taking 
Goliath. Most of all, I wanted to 
rub this in the face of every stink-
ing Mass-hole I could rub it into. 
But then I turned and in the back 
of the room, behind the hugs, be-
yond the beer being poured over 
people’s heads, separate from the 
celebration sat a friend of mine, 
a Patriots fan, sitting powerless 
and dejected. I blinked and, for 
an instant, saw a sad lonely kid, 
whose world was out of control 
and who felt very far from home. 
I told him that the world spins 
slowly before it spins quickly. I 
don’t think he got it. And I made 
sure he didn’t play any baseball 
on the Xbox.
I always like a little symme-
try in my life.
A senior moment 





I always like a little symme-
try in my life.
In my first semester at Ken-
yon, I sat powerless and dejected 
as a seemingly unstoppable pow-
erhouse was  taken apart  by a 
rag-tag group of misfits in the 
inexhaustible New York-Boston 
rivalry. Only, when I was a first 
year, it was my Yankees, up by 
thre e  g ames in the American 
Leag ue Championship Series, 
who were blind-sided, upset—
against all odds—by the dirt-dog 
Red Sox. As game seven of that 
series came to a close, I sat alone 
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We express our concern about what is happening in the Greek system, as described by Kathleen 
Someah in the recent Collegian (“Even good parties not worth the degradation” Jan. 31, 2008). The 
activities in Greek recruitment are comparable to those of cult indoctrination: the intense courtship, 
followed by degrading behaviors that violate social norms and pressures to sacrifice health and perfor-
mance in exchange for social bonding. This kind of activity should have no place at a small liberal arts 
college. Faculty, athletic coaches and other professionals have the right and duty to educate students 
about the nature of Greek recruitment and the consequences of student participation.
 Joan Slonczewski, Melissa Dabakis, Miriam Dean-Otting, Ruth Dunnell, 
Claudia Esslinger, Tim Sullivan, Patricia Vigderman, Linda Smolak
Letters to the Editor: Greek ‘Cult’?
To the Editors:
“Dost thou think, because thou are virtuous. . .”
Moral arrogance—the conviction that because of one’s superiority of insight and virtue one is en-
titled, indeed, required, to lay out for others directives as to how to think and how to live—has been, 
in my view, Kenyon’s besetting sin since I arrived here.   Those given to such self-congratulation must, 
no doubt, follow their own genius, but perhaps there is, even still, some hope that others among us, 





by Dain WilliamsBeach Viking
The housing lotter y 
is one of the more nerve-
wracking days in the life of 
every non-senior on cam-
pus. What happens on that 
day will affect your life for 
an entire year. Some people, 
namely those who live in 
division and themed hous-
ing , do not have to worry 
about this day. In years past, 
any fraternity member who 
lived in division housing 
his sophomore year was penal-
ized one point for the privilege 
of not having to worry about the 
dreaded lottery. The Housing and 
Grounds Committee of Student 
Council has suggested that this 
penalty be extended to those who 
live in themed housing , and we 
at the Collegian believe this ends 
a striking inequality in Kenyon’s 
housing policy.
Allowing these students to by-
pass the lottery and grab housing 
long before anyone else is allowed 
creates an unfair advantage. While 
some might argue that because 
they must apply, people who live 
in themed housing should not 
suffer this consequence, it is only 
equitable since they are often 
given the best housing on campus 
(take the massive Murnen house 
as an example). 
We at the Collegian, however, 
take issue with another aspect of 
the point-loss policy. The changes 
that the committee has suggested 
make it possible for a person who 
lives in division housing and goes 
abroad for their entire junior year 
to suffer  no consequences  for 
living in division housing. This 
is in no way equitable to those 
students who choose to remain 
on campus. There is no reason 
for giving students added benefits 
for taking their junior year vaca-
tion (which aptly describes most 
abroad experiences). If you live in 
division or themed housing your 
point penalty should remain for 
the next lottery you enter, whether 
you spend a semester getting a 
“cultural education” or buckle 
down here at Kenyon. Allowing 
those who have gone abroad for 
a year to have full points is giving 
him or her the benefit of going 
through a lottery without risks 
involved in entering the lottery 
with less-than-full points.
Regardless of the point-loss 
policy, the committee should be 
commended for increasing the 
number of senior-only housing 
options. With the new lottery, it 
is quite possible for a senior with 
a good number to pull a number 
of underclassmen into his or her 
apar tment ,  leaving  sen iors  in 
less-desirable housing. It is fitting 
that we reserve the best spaces on 
campus for the students who have 
been on campus the longest.
Housing 
Changes 
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Have an opinion about what has been 
said? Please e-mail us and tell us how 
you feel.
Email us at 
collegian@kenyon.edu
This past October, the un-
expected announcement of what 
was described as the inevitable 
installation of swipe locks on the 
College’s dormitories prompted 
a large-scale student demonstra-
tion. The Board of Trustees, im-
pressed by the surprising outcry 
from the student body, voted to 
postpone the decision regarding 
the allocation of the necessary 
funds until  a lternate securit y 
measures were considered.  In or-
der to address concerns raised by 
students, the trustees proposed 
a series of forums in which stu-
dents could raise feasible alter-
natives and reach an acceptable 
compromise.   Since October, 
s tu d ent  repre s entati ve s  have 
worked hard to use this channel 
as a means to address the qualms 
of the student body.
The administration’s pro -
posed compromise, as laid out 
by Chief Business Advisor Dave 
McConnell at the student fo -
rums, is to place a proxy card lock 
system on all dorms and use that 
system to lock the dorms during 
quiet hours.  At the forums, ad-
ministrative representatives Mc-
Connell and Dean of Students 
Tammy Gocial described threats 
they feel necessitate preemptive 
measures of this magnitude.  It 
is  their hope that these locks 
will reduce the College’s vulner-
ability to theft, assault, rape and 
violence of the nature and scale 
which was recently enacted at 
Virg inia Tech, and which was 
threatened in the anonymous 
e - m a i l s  r e c e i v e d  b y  K e ny o n 
last fall .   The necessity of the 
implementation of these locks, 
however,  was explained to be 
more closely tied to the College’s 
financial liability.  
The propose d proxy-card 
system fails to effectively address 
any of these concerns.  Most obvi-
ous is the futility of such a system 
in resolving these sorts of threats 
from within the student com-
munity ; the Virg inia 
Tech shooter had a key 
c a rd .   Thre at s  f ro m 
the outside community 
are  addresse d by the 
locks already installed 
on e ver y  do or.   The 
administration’s pro -
posed compromise, in 
which the doors would 
be locked only at night, 
is a compromise only 
in the sense that it compromises 
the already questionable secu-
rity offered by the locks in the 
first place.  Any teenage thief 
or  mysterious ,  b omb -b earing 
menace would have the majority 
of the day to carry out his or her 
misdeeds.  If Kenyon students 
so easily identif y the ineffec-
tual, “cosmetic” nature of these 
measures, it is unlikely that these 
locks would do much in terms of 
reducing the College’s liability.
The representatives of the 
administration, confronted with 
the ineffectiveness of the pro -
p o s e d  s y stem  at  th e  s tu d ent 
forums, admit its obvious short-
comings but insist on the imme-
diate allocation of the $200,000 
necessar y for the implementa-
tion of the system. Gocial said 
that, while the details regarding 
the use of  these locks can be 
worked out later, the allocation 
of the requisite funds cannot be 
delayed.  It is easy to dismiss the 
concerns raised by Kenyon stu-
dents as naive or idealistic, but 
the allocation of this large sum 
prior to an effective suggestion 
for its use is grossly inappropri-
ate from any perspective.   
Regarding the idealism of 
the student body, Gocial is right 
in  s ay ing  that  th e  c o l l e c t i ve 
memor y of a college is  short-
term. Cell  phones on Middle 
Path and student cars  parked 
outside of New Apartments are a 
testament to this reality.  This is 
not to say that we should deliber-
ately let the traditions and values 
that  have  long  d isting u ishe d 
Kenyon from the status quo be-
come obscured by dreams of glass 
superstructures and relocated 
cottages. As of now, the ideals 
of freedom and openness cul-
tivated in Kenyon’s classrooms 
are matched by the truly unique 
sense of freedom and openness 
enjoyed by students within the 
community.   It  is  perhaps for 
this reason that the average Ke-
nyon student, well-aware of the 
token nature of the proposed 
proxy card solution, finds such 
pragmatic abridgement of this 
freedom so abhorrent.  
Stil l ,  in deal ing with this 
level of bureaucracy, it becomes 
necessary to step outside the con-
text of a liberal arts education 
and use the language being used 
against us.  If we are going to 
give this sort of decision-making 
clout to someone with the title 
of “business officer,” and if we 
are going to operate this school 
with the sort of busi-
n e ss  m o d e l  e sp o us e d 
by the current admin-
istration, then we have 
n o  c h o i c e  b ut  t o  re -
gard the student as the 
customer.  Clearly, the 
customer is not happy. 
An unwanted service is 
being rendered at the 
customer’s expense by a 
temporary administra-
tion completely unfamiliar with 
the experience of the people for 
whom this institution exists.  
Herein lies the problem.  In 
the past few years it has become 
increasingly clear that the stu-
dent is being marginalized by the 
policies enacted by this adminis-
tration.  The telling resignations 
of an unprecedented number of 
community advisors are no ex-
ception.  The degrading efforts 
to exert paternalistic control over 
private student interaction, real-
ized through recent modification 
of the “Party Policy,” also come 
to mind.  The policy, sold as an 
opportunity to allow the student 
greater freedom through greater 
responsibility, can hardly con-
ceal the implied relinquishment 
of liability so important to the 
current administration.  These 
polic y chang es come stamped 
with the approval of a powerless 
jury of our peers and push the 
College one step closer to admis-
sions-guide marketability.  
The growing rift between 
students  and the administra -
tion needs to be amended.  The 
administration’s proposed addi-
tion of a student to the Board 
of Trustees is a step in a positive 
direction, but will do little to 
influence the vote to be made 
on the proxy locks this Friday 
in New York.  Proposed alterna-
tives raised on the student panels 
include the use of the locks only 
as a reaction to an emergency, 
the creation and public demon-
stration of the yet unestablished 
proce dures  to be fol lowe d in 
such an emergency and smaller-
scale, more affordable efforts to 
increase security around campus. 
According to Gocial, these sug-
gestions will be rejected.  Her 
confidence in the inefficacy of 
the board is disheartening and 
one would hope, unjustified.
These trustees are primarily 
alumni and know what it means 
to be a Kenyon student.  To use 
the rhetoric of the recent fund-
raising campaign and last fall’s 
College-sponsored identity riot, 
these people are Kenyon and we 
hope, will stand up for Kenyon. 
The alumni that have returned 
to Gambier to teach and devote 
their  l ives to this  community 
are Kenyon.  To the current ad-
ministration, however, we would 
like to say : 
You aren’t Kenyon … we are!  
BY JASON CIEPlY                         
 AND BRYN STOlE
Guest Columnists
Kenyon administration is not Kenyon
I hope that Rebecca Metcalf, 
acting director of the Student 
Health Center, was misquoted in 
your Jan. 24 issue when she is re-
ported to have claimed that “two 
of ten women using condoms as 
their only method of birth con-
trol will become pregnant in a 
month.” Thanks to the wonders 
of modern technolog y, one can 
consult other sources, and one re-
spected source, the World Health 
Organization, reports that “es-
timated pregnancy rates during 
perfect use of condoms, that is for 
those who report using the meth-
od exactly as it should be used 
(correctly) and at every act of in-
tercourse (consistently), is three 
percent at 12 months.”  That’s 
three in 100 per year, not two 
in ten per month. Further, the 
WHO says “The most frequently 
cited condom effectiveness rate 
is for typical use, which includes 
perfect and imperfect use (i.e. not 
used at every act of intercourse, 
or used incorrectly). The preg-
nancy rate during typical use can 
be much higher (10-14 percent) 
than for perfect use, but this is 
due primarily to inconsistent 
and incorrect use, not to condom 
failure.”  That’s 14 in 100 per 
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Kenyon Affiliated Scholar in Biolog y
Due to staff error, in “Indoor track races into season” ( Jan. 31, 2008), it was reported that outdoor track comes before 
indoor track.   In fact, indoor track comes before outdoor track.
Due to staff error, in “Tigers maul lords basketball,” ( Jan. 31, 2008), it was reported that there were only two senior 
basketball players.  In fact, there are three.  The third senior basketball player who was not mentioned is Tsvetan 
Asamov ’08.
The Collegian apologizes for any inconvenience.
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The Vagina Monologues, a play 
by Eve Ensler, takes confidence to 
perform. The series of monologues, 
based on interviews Ensler conduct-
ed with some 200 women, does not 
shy away from the sensitive issues sur-
rounding women and their bodies, 
but rather addresses them plainly, hu-
morously and often quite poignantly. 
It requires a lot from the cast in order 
to make the play enjoyable while 
remaining honest and believable. 
Fortunately, all 14 actresses rose to 
this challenge during Friday night’s 
performance, making the Crozier 
Center’s production of The Vagina 
Monologues a uniquely memorable 
theater-going experience.
It was a full house in Brandi 
Recital Hall on Friday, and you could 
feel the energy in the room even be-
fore the actresses took the stage. The 
show began with the cast members 
standing together, facing the audi-
ence. They started by listing a vari-
ety of somewhat derogatory, albeit 
amusing, nicknames for a woman’s 
vagina and stated bluntly, “We were 
worried about vaginas.” After this 
opening, the show was divided into a 
series of individual stories, each from 
a different woman’s perspective, but 
always returning to their experiences 
with that one particular part of the 
female anatomy.
The women, both College stu-
dents and faculty members, were 
effectively unified by their choice to 
wear all black with one small accent 
Empowering Monologues a success
By pHoEBE HIllEmAnn
Staff Writer
flower or some other such contriv-
ance, the script was generally refresh-
ing and honest. Junior Sam Hoeffler’s 
monologue in particular, entitled 
“my Angry Vagina” voiced things 
that most women think but never 
say, ranting against tampons and the 
uncomfortable tools doctors use to 
examine women’s bodies. 
There was definitely a genera-
tion gap between the cast members, 
something I felt made the play reso-
nate on a larger scale than if it had 
been just students. Cast member 
Reena de lanerolle ’11 said she be-
lieves that a college student could not 
have portrayed the monologue about 
birth as realistically as Turner did, 
because “they just haven’t had the life 
experiences yet.” Turner, in an e-mail 
interview, said she “felt great” about 
being one of the older women in the 
show, and had wanted to demon-
strate that “women of all ages, races, 
backgrounds and beliefs should be 
proud of [their] sexuality.”
The Vagina Monologues is fre-
quently criticized for portraying men 
in a negative light. While it is true 
that there was really only one mono-
logue, entitled “Because He liked to 
look At It,” that depicted a healthy 
male-female relationship, I didn’t get 
the feeling that Monologues was anti-
man. The main goal of the produc-
tion, alongside the events of V-Day, 
is to educate both men and women 
about violence against women, and 
to encourage both sexes to respect 
and appreciate women’s bodies. “It’s 
really important for guys to come to 
this,” said de lanerolle. 
Turner said that she hoped 
audience members would leave with 
“a reinforced admiration and respect 
for women as whole beings—and as 
sexual beings.” Speaking with audi-
ence members after the show, I heard 
a multitude of comments about how 
good the show made them feel. one 
student expressed her feelings by 
unabashedly exclaiming, “I love my 
vagina!” The Crozier Center should 
be proud of their production of The 
Vagina Monologues, and I hope that 
this will not be the last time I have 
the pleasure of seeing it performed 
here at Kenyon.
Diverse a cappella groups welcome mid-year “newbies”
By WIll ARBERy
Staff Writer
When Robert Granville ’11 
first auditioned for the Kokosingers, 
Kenyon’s only all-male a cappella 
group, at the beginning of last semes-
ter, he sang “Fly me to the moon” by 
Frank Sinatra. He didn’t get in. “They 
told me they enjoyed my solo,” he 
said, “but felt I needed more singing 
experience.”
The Kokosingers caught Gran-
ville’s eye at the cabaret during orienta-
tion. Founded in 1965, they were ten 
guys in blazers and khakis, with swag-
ger and style that got some of the loud-
est cheers from the audience. He’d also 
seen the Chasers (founded in 1964, 
Kenyon’s oldest a cappella croup), a co-
voice that proved just what the group 
needed, got accepted on his first try.
There was a mid-year audition 
at the beginning of this semester, and 
this time Granville was ready. For the 
auditions, the Kokes asked Granville 
and others to prepare a solo piece of 
any genre except musical theater. “After 
I didn’t make it, I decided to take voice 
lessons through the music department 
to improve my singing,” said Granville. 
“I didn’t expect there to be a mid-year 
audition, so when I found out I rushed 
to put together a solo and sang ‘Isn’t 
She lovely’ by Stevie Wonder.” This 
time, he got called back. Because of 
his lessons, and perhaps because he was 
more comfortable singing in front of 
this group for the second time, “I was 
significantly less nervous and sang 
confidently.” He was informed of his 
acceptance soon after the callbacks. 
He is the only new member for the 
new semester. like most a cappella 
groups, the Kokes have their own way 
of informing new members that they 
are a part of the group. “I don’t think 
I’m supposed to discuss how I was 
informed that I had been chosen,” 
Granville said, “but it was interesting 
to say the very least.” Indeed, threat-
ened Brand: “I could tell you how 
they informed me that I made it, but 
I’d have to kill you.” 
For the Kokosingers and the oth-
er groups, the audition process is one 
of the most exciting and difficult times 
of the year, and it is not unwise for an 
aspiring singer to try out for more than 
one group, just in case. “I personally 
tried out for the Kokosingers my [first] 
year,” says Chris Simon ’10, one of the 
leaders of the Cornerstones. “It’s not 
uncommon for people to audition for 
multiple a cappella groups. In fact, I’d 
say it’s pretty standard these days.” 
Steve Dowling ’08, one of the 
leaders and main arrangers for the 
Kokes, stresses that the auditions are 
“pretty painless,” though “I’ll admit I 
was terrified at mine.”  
phoebe Claggett ’08, leader of 
the owl Creeks, points out the par-
ticularly painful and joyous aspects 
of the process: “The best thing about 
watching girls audition is hearing 
a bunch of beautiful voices,” she 
said. “They open up to you and put 
themselves in a vulnerable position 
for the sake of auditioning—we re-
ally appreciate and admire that.” on 
the other hand, Claggett noted, “the 
worst thing is hearing beautiful voices 
that sound amazing on their own, but 
all the while knowing that they won’t 
blend well with the group (no fault of 
their own—just the overall sound of 
current members) and not being able 
to take these girls ... especially when 
so many of them have wonderful 
personalities.” 
perhaps Kate Hamilton ’09 of 
the Chasers put it best, pointing out 
how hard it is “having to make quick 
musical judgments about how people 
will fit into the group based on a first 
impression, a couple scales and a few 
bars of a song.”
If you fit the group, however, 
and you get in, you become part of 
a small, select assemblage of people 
ed group with chic poise and universal 
smiles. There were the owl Creek 
Singers (founded in 1975), the female 
counterpart to the Kokosingers, with 
more angelic voices and better fashion 
sense. Then came the Cornerstones 
(founded in 1998 by pat Schneider ’01, 
a Chaser who wanted a musical outlet 
for his faith), another co-ed group 
but with a Christian faith-based song 
selection. Finally there was Take Five 
(founded in 2002), a jazz a cappella 
group which also forayed into show 
tunes and motown, and the Stairwells 
(founded in the late ’80s), which isn’t 
strictly a cappella, but rather, as they 
described it, “folk acoustapella,” using 
guitars and humorous instruments like 
kazoos and keytars in addition to their 
vocal arrangements. 
Having never sung publicly be-
fore, but still eager to try out, and with 
the encouragement of “Koke” Dave 
Brand ’09, Granville auditioned for 
the Kokosingers and the Kokosingers 
only. Brand’s story is similar. “I had 
never sung in any sort of choir or a 
cappella group so I went down not 
knowing what to expect,” he recalled. 
“It was a little intimidating because all 
the guys had a lot more musical prow-
ess than I did. I ended up singing ‘Go 
down moses’ and getting laughed at.” 
But he got in. 
“I didn’t try out for any other a 
cappella groups. The Kokes just had 
that swagger and seemed like real cool 
kids. I would’ve loved to have been an 
owl Creek, but they didn’t think I 
could cut it.” Brand, with his deep bass 
dedicated to entertaining others, 
and destined to become a close-knit 
group. “you couldn’t wipe the huge, 
idiotic smile off my face,” said Chaser 
Alison lynn ’11.  “I was thrilled to be 
a part of such a talented, respected and 
fun-loving group.” nandi plunkett ’11 
remembered when she got into the 
owl Creeks: “one morning back in 
September, I was awoken at around 
6:00 a.m. by the sound of angelic 
voices right outside my doorway,” she 
said. “I thought I was still dreaming, 
but I soon put two and two together 
and figured out it was the Creeks. 
I then removed my retainer (thank 
God) before opening the door and 
greeting them.” After getting over the 
shock, plunkett recalled, “I quickly 
realized how beneficial it would be 
to be a part of such a tight-knit or-
ganization of incredibly talented and 
wonderful girls.” 
In fact, Hamilton recalled, “Basi-
cally, they made us feel very nervous 
and then very welcomed.”
Even though each group tries to 
keep their team between eight and 11 
people, with a balanced representation 
of class years, it is not impossible to get 
in after the first semester of your first 
year. With juniors going abroad, there 
are often open spots mid-year, as in 
Granville’s case, and with seniors grad-
uating, there are usually three to four 
spots open at the beginning of each 
year. Dowling didn’t even audition for 
the Kokes until he was a sophomore. 
Emily Houston ’10 had auditioned for 
both the Chasers and the Stairwells as 
a first year, had been called back, but 
had gotten into neither. She tried out 
for the Chasers again as a sophomore, 
and this time, she made it. “It was 
definitely a different ‘newbie’ experi-
ence to get in as a sophomore,” she 
said.  “Everyone in the group already 
knew me and said they felt like I had 
‘always been a Chaser,’ so I definitely 
felt like I belonged right away.”
If there are any people close to 
celebrities on campus, they are the 
members of the a cappella groups. 
most first years and even prospective 
students see the a cappella groups for 
special cabaret performances, making 
members of these groups familiar 
faces. not everyone may see plays, or 
attend debates or see athletic events, 
but everyone sees an a cappella con-
cert now and then. “It’s bizarre to be 
a ‘recognized’ face of Kenyon,” said 
Houston, “but I don’t mind.”
many colleges, Kenyon included, 
emphasize the importance of extracur-
ricular activities as a part of the college 
experience. With most groups rehears-
ing four to five times a week, and 
usually late at night to avoid conflicts 
with other activities, being part of an 
a cappella group becomes one of the 
biggest parts of their Kenyon experi-
ence. “It is always what I talk about 
when people from home ask me how 
school is going,” said lynn. “In terms 
of time, it is a huge commitment in 
that I have to plan my schoolwork, 
sleep schedule and sometimes social 
life around it.” But “for one hour a day 
you can be a part of something bigger 
than yourself,” Hamilton said. 
of red. This item, which could be a 
scarf, flower or, most memorably, a 
pair of high-top sneakers worn by 
professor of Women’s and Gender 
Studies laurie Finke, was often 
put on during the monologue, and 
seemed to represent each character’s 
empowerment and innate woman-
hood. The blocking was effectively 
simple—a semi-circle of chairs sur-
rounding the one in front for the 
actress delivering her monologue—a 
setup which reinforced the feel-
ing of a supportive community of 
women.
The play could not have worked, 
however, without a talented and di-
verse group of actresses, something 
that this production certainly had 
in full force. While experience levels 
ranged from first-timers to drama 
majors, there were few weak spots 
in the cast, and each actress was able 
to fit her part believably. I have too 
many favorite performances to list 
here, but some standouts included 
Becca Roth ’10 as an older woman 
recounting an embarrassing first 
sexual experience, Kate Ross ’09 
as a dominatrix with a passion for 
pleasing other women and Associ-
ate provost paula Turner, whose 
description of witnessing a birth was 
one of the most moving experiences 
of the night. I also thoroughly en-
joyed sophomore Hannah Fenlon’s 
recounting of how she learned to 
love a certain derogatory term for 
the vagina.
While there were a few too 
many passages for my taste in which 
the vagina is likened to a blossoming 
AllIE WIGlEy
Kathleen Kieper performs in The Vagina Monologues.
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in the program notes for Rebel 
Without a Cause, director Matt Crow-
ley ’11 reflected, “There were times 
when we weren’t sure Rebel would 
make it. Thanks to the cast’s energetic 
locus and good-humouredness, the 
show did indeed go on.” For those who 
haven’t seen the film, Rebel Without a 
Cause chronicles a day in the life of Jim 
Stark, a newcomer to dawson High 
School. There he faces the difficulty 
of fitting into a place where new kids 
are picked on mercilessly by a gang of 
seniors, headed by Buzz gunderson 
(Jonah auteri ’11), in what eventually 
turns into a struggle both against his 
parents and the increasingly violent 
gang. 
Though Crowley intentionally 
did not see the film version of Rebel 
prior to directing the play “because 
[he] didn’t want [the stage produc-
tion] to replicate the movie,” the sub-
ject was audibly on the minds of the 
crowd before the curtain was raised. 
So how close was the stage adaption 
to the film? well, unfortunately for 
high-brow purists, not very. The rest 
of us, however, have to give a nod to 
Crowley for taking a script, one admit-
tedly riddled with painful flaws, and 
making it into his own. The result was 
admirably entertaining. 
Rebel begins with a man (Ben Mc-
Millan ’11) standing outside, whistling 
to himself, who is surrounded by some 
tough kids and beat up for no apparent 
reason. now this event, aside from the 
fact that it doesn’t exist in the movie, is 
indicative of the play as a whole. were 
this a serious, hard-edged Rebel, the 
audience would be left scratching their 
heads, puzzling at what appears to be 
a rather arbitrary scene. instead, they 
were laughing uproariously. The Ren-
egade Theatre Company is composed 
entirely of first years, as was the major-
ity of the audience. everyone knew 
someone in the cast, which gave the 
play a decidedly intimate feel and con-
tributed to the overall hilarity. auteri, 
who was last seen in a hysterical role 
playing an instructor of gibberish in 
The Universal Language, played Buzz, 
the head thug. His 
appearance in a 
blue nylon wind-
breaker from the 
’80s was met with 
giggles from the 
audience, and for 
the rest of the act he played a tongue-
in-cheek Buzz that gave the play a 
mirthful spin. 
From the looks of it, Crowley 
clearly understood that his play was 
going to be made by relying not on a 
strong script but on the enjoyment of 
watching strong theatric talent at work. 
His casting choices placed emphasis on 
comic roles rather than serious ones 
throughout the show. Jenny Villanueva 
’11 played the planetarium lecturer 
in a small but fabulous performance 
that had the audience doubling over 
in laughter, and later was Mrs. Brown, 
in a convincing transformation. other 
gems could be found in the husband 
and wife couple of Charlie Schneider 
’11 and Julia Smith ’11. Schneider, 
playing Jim’s father, nailed the role 
and alternated from being tragically 
to amusingly pathetic, yet lovable. 
Smith as Mrs. Stark, on the other hand, 
brought an icy demeanor and wicked 
stare that preyed off of the feeble Mr. 
Stark perfectly. Saul nathan-Kazis ’11 
was equally well suited to the meek Pla-
to; he was believ-
ably insecure and 




es and claims of 
not “trying to be James dean”—Rebel 
would be impossible without at least 
little bit of James dean—walter 
Kartman ’11 managed a surprisingly 
faithful adaption of the original. He 
had the subtle swagger and conflicted 
emotions of dean—no small feat in 
and of itself—and combined them 
with his own interpretation of the 
script to great effect. 
Rebel did have some problems in 
the script. Many scenes from the film 
felt forced in the theatrical adaption. 
“She’ll outgrow it dear; it’s just the 
age,” consoles Mrs. Brown in reference 
to Judy (Sara nash ’11), the secondary 
protagonist and Jim’s love interest. Her 
little sister then responds, “The atomic 
age!” in the film, this line was delivered 
by a brother—not a sister—shooting 
off a toy gun in an ironic and scathing 
comment on parenting. in the play, 
however, the delivery came somewhat 
out of context and without the irony. 
while it garnered some laughs from 
the crowd, it cheapened the emotional 
impact of the scene and felt a bit as if 
a laugh at all costs was the goal. This 
comical delivery of lines was repeated 
in some of the more serious scenes of 
the play, such as the deadly chicken 
game at the bluffs and the dramatic 
family dialogue. while thoroughly 
entertaining, the scenes sometimes 
failed to convey the adolescent isola-
tion and other themes central to the 
story. Furthermore, there were a few 
wincing points where lines from the 
film perhaps should’ve been deleted 
altogether; “They’re killing him!” to-
wards the end, is one that comes to 
mind. and the delivery of the ending 
line was also cringe-worthy, one of the 
only hiccups in the otherwise solid 
directing. 
Rebel’s stage direction and block-
ing was generally strong. Though the 
theatrical adaption was written for a 
much larger stage, the crew did a good 
job of scaling things down for the 
Black Box Theatre. The play was not, in 
the end, hindered by its modest setup. 
The only really awkward scene was the 
chicken race on the bluffs; without a 
car or scenery all the audience had to 
go on was the cast pretending to look 
out at the Jim and Buzz racing, which 
was difficult to accept.   Transitions 
from scene to scene were accented 
nicely by music from the era and the 
props were spartan but appropriate. 
Costumes were also believable and, in 
the case of Villanueva, who donned a 
kimono as the planetarium lecturer, 
central to the scene’s comedy.  
Maybe Rebel never should have 
been made into a theatrical adaption. 
The awkward script is a testament to 
just how difficult and frustrating film 
adaptations can be, not to mention 
one known primarily for its starring 
role. despite this, Crowley and his 
talented group of actors managed to 
make what could have been a disaster 
into a hard-earned success that wisely 
did not try to follow in the footsteps 
of the film. Their unique take on Rebel 
Without a Cause was funny, entertain-
ing and engaging, another winner from 
Renegade Theatre.
Kicking off a semester of senior the-
sis presentations, will Bull ’08 will share 
his knowledge of the clavichord in a thesis 
presentation this Sunday, Feb. 10, at 2:00 
p.m. in Brandi Recital Hall. Bull, a music 
major from Rehoboth, Massachusetts, 
will give a lecture on his comparative 
study of two clavichords, one built in 
1784, the other a replica of the first built 
in 1905. Both are in the collection at yale 
university, which Bull visited as part of 
his project in order to play and measure 
the instruments. although he could not 
bring them back to Kenyon, his thesis 
presentation will include a video of him 
playing them both. 
He will be analyzing the reasons 
for and effects of the changes made by 
arnold dolemetsch when he built the 
replica. There will be a basic description 
of each instrument, including its history 
and background, different schools of the 
clavichord, a discussion of dolemetsch’s 
technique and then the comparison. 
when asked why he chose this as a 
project, Bull said, “My dad built a clavi-
chord kit in the 1970s, so we had one at 
home. i played on it as a kid.” a baroque 
classical music history class renewed this 
childhood interest during Bull’s junior 
year at Kenyon. “That kind of made me 
think of it as a project,” he said. “i first 
wanted to build one myself, but Kenyon 
said no, so i moved on to the comparison 







The production Blood: of Broth-
ers and Sisters, a partnership between 
student and faculty talents, will be per-
formed this coming Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 7, 8 and 9, at 8:00 p.m. in 
the Bolton Theater. eluding the catego-
rizations of “dance” or “drama,” Blood 
represents a marriage of the two. This 
postmodernist production is a pastiche 
that is made up of dramatic, dance and 
theatrical aspects. Shaina Cantino ’10, 
a dancer in the upcoming production, 
said of this unique phenomenon, “i don’t 
see myself as a dancer as separate from 
an actor and this production embraces 
that.  The movement is integral to the 
story and the development of the plot 
and characters and therefore cannot be 
isolated as ‘dance’ versus ‘theater.’”
The show was created by Visiting 
assistant Professor of drama Molly 
Rice and the members of her ensemble 
creation and performance class, which 
Rice taught for the first time last semester. 
in this class, she and the 12 handpicked 
students engaged in a collaborative writ-
ing process as they crafted this unique 
story. it examines the curious blood bond 
of brothers and sisters, a relationship 
that is supposed to be stronger than that 
of parent and child. Craig getting ’08, 
the show’s assistant director, said, “The 
show explores the best and worst parts 
of family, but is ultimately a celebration 
of those to [whom] we belong.” This 
topic was chosen by Rice, expanded 
and extrapolated by her students and 
then finally written into a play format 
by Rice herself.
Rice holds a B.a. in english from 
the university of Texas and a M.F.a. 
in playwriting from Brown university, 
where she taught previously. She has 
also taught at the university of Rhode 
island and in the Brown/Trinity M.F.a. 
program. She said of the creation process 
for Blood, “The inception of this project 
was based on my wish to bring the stu-
dents’ individual language, experiences 
and talents directly to an audience; to 
allow them to express their own realities 
in their own voices.” getting has enjoyed 
the opportunity to assist Rice because, 
he said, he has “gotten to work with 
a contemporary working playwright, 
which is something you don’t get too 
much in rural ohio.” He said the show 
has been challenging, though, because 
“the project has been doing work that 
isn’t the norm at Kenyon.” 
Hugh lester, visiting professor 
of drama, offers his talents in design 
and lighting. lester holds a B.a. from 
Pomona College, an M.a. from Tulane 
university, and an M.F.a. from the 
university of new orleans. He cre-
ated the design for the Bolton Theater’s 
first-ever production in 1978, which 
was directed by famed Kenyon alum-
nus Paul newman ’49. according to 
Cantino, the scenery for Blood features 
“an abstract wire tree stage right and a 
large projection screen hanging upstage 
center.” Sixty images that lester describes 
as “evocative in response to the produc-
tion” will flash continuously throughout 
the program.
The costume design for the produc-
tion was done by assistant Professor of 
drama andrew Reinert. The costumes 
are not overtly theatrical; rather, they are 
the casual, comfortable clothes that the 
performers practice and rehearse in.
in a sense, Blood: of Brothers and 
Sisters represents a holistic approach to 
storytelling, allowing all outlets of ex-
pression—movement, language, sound 
and design elements—to be voiced and 
recognized. 
Shown every Friday at 6:30 p.m. in the Higley auditorium
 as some of you may know, my compatriot eugene and i will be stepping down from our posts upon gradu-
ation at the end of the year. in light of this fact, we’ve decided to indulge ourselves this semester by showing a few of 
our personal favorite episodes peppered among the ones we’ve never screened before. don’t worry! Just because we’ve 
screened it before doesn’t mean you were there – maybe you missed it, or maybe you hadn’t yet come to Kenyon, or 
perhaps you suffered from some massive head trauma in the intervening period? anything could have happened.  in 
short, you have no excuse not to come see this anyway.
 Merlin’s Shop of Mystical Wonders is not so much a movie as it is a small series of movies, loosely tied together 
using a creepy toy monkey as a common plot device. a gigantic ernest Borgnine is babysitting his annoying grandson 
when the power goes out. desperate to keep the kid from asking any Big Questions about where babies come from or 
where mommy has disappeared to, he decides to tell the kid a lame bunch of stories about Merlin the wizard.
 Merlin, Borgnine relates, has ditched King arthur to come to the present-day and open a little antique shop 
for people who believe in magic or some such nonsense. His new place quickly comes under fire, however, from some 
idiot whose sole pleasure in life comes from giving specialty stores negative reviews. Merlin gets his revenge, ultimately, 
by turning him into a baby.
 Borgnine’s grandson is understandably unimpressed by this story, so he tries again, this time by spinning him 
a yarn about a little boy whose pets keep getting killed by a pet monkey some thief fenced from Merlin. giving up on 
ever getting anything good out of his grandfather, the young lad finally passes out on the couch.
 The fun facts here mostly involve ernest Borgnine, who is somehow funny and terrifying in anything. He’s a big, 
raspy guy with gigantic eyebrows whose eyes bug out at every opportunity, and he truly must be seen to be believed.
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In early January, I climbed aboard 
a tour bus for a weekend trip into 
the mountains of central Japan. As I 
headed for my assigned seat, I discov-
ered two revealing facts. First, I was 
the lone non-Japanese participant in 
the tour. Second, I was seated next to 
the only other traveler to have come by 
himself: a very sweet, very polite and 
very mentally disabled man in his 40s. 
The two of us received de facto pairing 
for the remainder of the weekend.
Such is my relative status in the 
eyes of many Japanese.
Not that I can blame those who 




Total Correct One Three Two One
By Jon Porobil
Montana AlaskaAlaska OhioAlaska
Which state advertises 
on its license plates, 
“The Last Friontier”?
Kennedy Warren Buffer Rockefeller Bill Gates John D. Rockefeller
Who was the first 
billionare, in US 
dollars?
Three—the Bishop and 
two of his sonsThree Three Two Ten
How many Philanders 
were there in the Chase 
family of Kenyon College?
The Sopranos M*A*S*H Seinfeld M*A*S*H
Which show’s finale was 
the most-watched television 
broadcast of all time?
Mississippi was the last 
state to formally abolish 
slavery. In what year was this 
ammendment ratified?
1910 1867 1900 1865 1995 (Yes, thirteen 
years ago)
Mary Jane Cowles, 








Eric McEver in Toyko in front of a Godzilla statue with some of his students.
COurTESy OF ErIC MCEVEr
up the words for “toilet” and “Bud-
dhist temple” on a regular basis and 
one’s aura of intellectual ability tends 
to evaporate.  My physical dimensions 
do not assist the situation. When 
I stepped off the airplane at Tokyo 
Narita International Airport—my very 
first, punch-drunk steps onto Japanese 
soil—I clobbered my forehead against 
the top of the doorway and collapsed 
onto the carpet. Such head-to-low-
ceiling blunders have recurred many 
times since. Taken together, such 
episodes must liken me to the Japanese 
as something akin to Boris Karloff ’s 
lumbering, mumbling, Frankenstein 
monster. 
And under the circumstances, the 
analogy of a clumsy, misunderstood 
giant out of place in his world may 
not lie so far from the truth. Worse 
than any torch-brandishing gypsy 
mob, Japan rigidly brackets all that is 
“normal” away from all that is “foreign.” 
Hotels offer their customers a choice of 
“Japanese-style” and “Western-style” 
rooms to sleep in; restrooms denote 
the “Japanese” (hole in the floor) and 
“Western” (heated seat) toilets. Film 
studios translate American film titles 
phonetically, as if to emphasis their 
foreign-ness; Japanese filmgoers get to 
enjoy Viggo Mortensen slaying Orcs 
in Roudo abu za Ringu and Johnny 
Depp knocking about in Pairetzu 
abu Karibian. Such cultural segrega-
tion, of course, generates more than 
a little mysteriousness and exoticism 
about Western culture. Sadly, in many 
cases the Japanese get the wrong idea. 
I’m pretty sure the youth I witnessed 
wearing a black leather jacket with 
“LuBrICANTS” emblazoned across 
it did not intend to transmit the mes-
sage he was sending. If one considers 
this example—and many others like it 
I have witnessed—then the consider-
able room for miscommunication that 
exists between my neighbors and me 
becomes clear.
Not that I necessarily consider 
such circumstances a bad thing. Before 
heading abroad I decided that if I was 
going to spend a year away I wanted to 
do something really, fundamentally dif-
ferent. I certainly came to the right spot. 
I know of no place in America where 
one can squeeze onto a train every 
morning with more than 100 travelers 
per car, watches televised sumo matches 
(complete with Madden-esque com-
mentary and slow-motion playback) 
or pose for pictures next to a 15-foot 
long, eight-legged plush cat. Experi-
ences like that do more than engender 
a considerable supply of funny stories; 
they make one re-evaluate what he or 
she considers “normal”. Some physical, 
linguistic and cultural segregation from 
the populace, my “mental retardation” 
or “Frankenstein-ness” if you will, is 
a small price to pay for that kind of 
introspection.
But, on the other hand, in just a 
short time I’m slated to receive a di-
ploma from Kenyon College. If my year 
in Tokyo is indeed so “different” from 
a year at Kenyon, 
have I really earned 
that degree? Have 
I enhanced my Ke-
nyon education in 
any meaningful 
way? Or have I 
just spent a year 
on safari, playing 
the role of foreign 
explorer in some 
exotic, mysterious 
land? Worse yet, 
have I somehow 
insulted my friends 
who earn their de-
grees through four 
years of honest, 
hard work at Gambier?  
Not, I believe, if one stops and 
considers what really counts in a Ke-
nyon education, and in life abroad. 
Honing one’s intellect is a marvelous 
thing, as is creating beauty through 
art and stretching one’s physical po-
tential to its fullest measure. So too is 
it marvelous to travel the world, seeing 
wonderful new sights and questioning 
one’s unspoken cultural assumptions. 
yet all pale next to the value of love. 
Not love in the romantic sense—which 
reaches its greatest heights of cheesiness 
in Japanese “rabu sutorii” television 
dramas—but in the sense of deep hu-
man understanding. It’s what Kenyon 
does best, as any number of friendships 
sparked on the Hill attest to.
 It also has marked my best days 
in Tokyo. For not all Japanese view 
me as an impossible-to-understand 
Frankenstein. Or, to put it even better: 
some realize that even Frankenstein 
possessed his own kind of beauty and 
wisdom. Such are the Japanese who re-
ally make my time 
here special. I refer 
to the kids I teach 
once a month at a 
local elementary 
school, who call 
me “Eric-Sensei” 
and try to give 
high fives to my 
upraised hand. I 
refer to students 
I’ve met at the 
Waseda univer-
sity Film Society, 
with  whom I 
share a common 
vocabular y of 
filmmaking and 
giant monsters that shatters the lan-
guage barrier. And I especially refer 
to any number of friends I’ve unex-
pectedly made around the city, open-
minded souls generous enough to treat 
me as one of them. It’s my hope that I 
can reciprocate such love and under-
standing. If I can do that, if I can show 
kindness to those I meet here—even 
the Frankensteins—then I feel that a 
little bit of Middle Path will extend into 
the Land of the rising Sun.
Notes from abroad: Frankenstein and the foreigner
“Experiences like 
that do more than 
engender a consider-
able supply of  funny 
stories; they genuine-
ly make one re-evalu-
ate what he or she 
considers normal.”
- Eric McEver
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By Jay Ulwick
Staff Writer
chins up, beer fans! as February gets under way and we trudge 
through the mud and muck of this, the most depressing month of 
the year, i remind everyone that after a long day of cold, treacher-
ous walks down Middle Path, there is nothing better to soothe the 
nerves and the mind than a good beer. i myself had a special reason 
to sit down to a pint: the end of my senior exercise. i decided it 
was time to settle down with a few other English majors to have a 
beer or two to relax and celebrate the submission of the papers that 
would determine whether we would graduate. To do so, i returned 
to a brewery with which i have a history, and boy has it been a good 
one. Getting myself a six-pack of a newly-added beer from the Vil-
lage Market, i watched the fog roll in with my fellow seniors and 
toasted our hard work of the past months. Enough about the senior 
exercise, on to the beer!
This week’s Brew: conway’s irish ale
One of the best beers i have had was Great lakes Brewing co.’s 
“Elliot Ness,” a fine amber lager and a great heavy beer to drink dur-
ing the winter months. conway’s irish ale is destined to stand right 
alongside Elliot Ness in a growing number of excellent offerings 
from the venerable, and veteran, brewers at Great lakes. Based in 
cleveland, OH (i-O!) Great lakes has concocted a beer in honor of 
Patrick conway, the grandfather of co-owners Pat and Dan conway, 
and a “cleveland policeman who directed traffic for 25 years near 
the brewery.” it wasn’t hard to see why conway’s irish ale earned 
itself a gold medal at the world Beer championships once i got to 
tasting it, and my irish blood aside, this is a great beer.
weighing in at 6.5 percent alcohol by volume, this beer packs 
a slightly higher punch, and is best served at 45 degrees Fahrenheit. 
as the bottle states, no chemicals or preservatives are used in the 
making of any of Great lakes’ beer, so everything you get in that 
first sip is pure, and it shows. Pouring the beer into my pint glass, 
the color resolved to a light, reddish amber, fairly clear and with a 
sizable beige head that stuck around for the party. There were slight 
signs of carbonation rising from the bottom of the glass, but not 
enough to obscure the view.
Smelling this beer bubble beneath my nose, it was very malty 
and had hints of caramel, and perhaps chocolate in the back of the 
nose. initially i was disappointed; for an ale that had the word irish 
in front of it, it seemed fairly nondescript.
The moment the beer hit my tongue, however, that opinion 
changed drastically. This beer is very, very smooth. There was 
little to no feel of carbonation at all, which left the palate open to 
tastes like chocolate and citrus. The hoppy and yeasty tastes were 
prevalent, but not overwhelming , and threw a little bitterness into 
the aftertaste, much like a lager. all in all, nothing stood out, and 
this was the beauty of the taste: it blended perfectly with itself, so 
that each flavor got equal attention, and did not take away from 
the others. The mouth feel adds to the taste, as it is relatively thin 
but simultaneously syrupy, leaving a slightly bitter aftertaste for 
the next sip and allowing the tastes to shine more easily. This brew 
was extremely drinkable and because of the lack of carbonation did 
not seem to fill me up at all—by the time i finished my first pint i 
immediately wanted a second one.
Great lakes has done it again. Their lineup is already impres-
sive, and adding conway’s irish ale continues a tradition of fine, 
well crafted beer. Being of irish descent myself, i am proud to call 
this one of my favorite beers of all time, and a definite must-try 
for any serious beer drinkers. as February continues, make sure 
to pick up a six-pack from the Market—you won’t want to miss 
it. Next week i will be returning to the Village inn to investigate 
rumors of a new anchor Porter on tap there, and to give a report 
on my findings. Remember kenyon, spring does come, but until 
then, enjoy your beer!
with ever-increasing national 
and local concern for the environ-
ment and for building a sustain-
able lifestyle, this semester many 
concerned students have taken on 
internships and independent studies 
to further the cause. 
There are at least five individ-
ual projects going on this semester. 
Howard Sacks, senior advisor to the 
president, Sociology professor and 
faculty advisor to the Environmental 
campus Organization, said that 
the action being taken on campus 
to further sustainability initiatives 
is exciting. “it’s a great story to tell,” 
he said. 
last year, Meg ahearn ’07, Beth 
Tuckey ’07, liz lewis ’07 and kristin 
Moe ’07 worked with Sacks on an in-
dependent study called the “kenyon 
Sustainability Report,” in which they 
illuminated the importance of sus-
tainability and how it relates to life at 
kenyon and around the world. They 
made proposals as to how to achieve 
progress towards an ultimate goal of 
sustainability, including conducting a 
facilities audit and integrating sustain-
ability into the first-year experience. 
when the students presented their 
report, Sacks said, President Georgia 
Nugent praised the report because all 
of their suggestions were “do-able.” 
This year, with help from a grant from 
the Mellon Foundation, most of the 
actions suggested are in the process of 
being undertaken. 
•Little Green Book
abby wardell ’10 has a intern-
ship with the BFEc Program Man-
ager Heather Doherty and Facility 
Manager Dave 
Heithaus. She 
is paid, but, she 
said, “i would 
have done this 
for free.” Begin-
ning this semes-
ter, she has been 
working on a 
three-part proj-
ect. She is mak-
ing three publi-
cations to make 
environmental is-
sues more visible 
around campus: a “little green book,” 
a door hanger and a poster series. Each 
publication will give suggestions on 
how individuals can reduce their own 
energy use. 
wardell estimated that she 
works more than 20 hours a week on 
environmental projects. The project 
is important, she said, “because col-
lege is the place to develop new life 
habits.” Her work on bringing the 
issues to real life is especially relevant 
at kenyon because “kenyon,” she 
said, “really prides itself on being a 
caring, conscious community, and 
sustainability is a critical part of those 
values.” 
wardell’s advice for students is 
to stop using so many plastic grocery 
bags. “The easiest change you can make 
right now, though,” she said, “is to 
buy a reusable coffee mug.” She added 
that a little known fact is that Middle-
Ground gives a discount to students 
who bring in their own mug. wardell’s 
hope for the future of sustainability at 
kenyon is for it to become “part of the 
cultural climate at kenyon.” “Basically,” 
she said.
•Energy Analysis
Nick Mahowald ’09, a political 
science major with an environmental 
studies concentration, is taking this 
semester off for an internship with 
chief Business Officer Dave Mccon-
nell. He is beginning 
by doing an energy 
audit of the col-
lege during the past 
three years. He will 
be looking at all of 
the utility bills—gas, 
electric, sewage, water—and figuring 
out how much the school has been 
spending each month. 
after this, he plans to do a com-
parative analysis, figuring out the 
amount of energy used per student and 
what types of energy usages are most 
cost-effective. By working with Mc-
connell, Mahowald will be able to use 
his knowledge to help in the planning 
of new buildings and the renovation 
of old ones. His goal in this project is 
to find a way to significantly reduce 
kenyon’s energy consumption.
Global warming, he said, “is the 
challenge of our generation.” He hopes 
to work with with administration to 
reach a better understanding of the 
issues. “we have to realize that the 
administration is doing something,” he 
said, “but in order to see change, we as a 
student body need 




Ja zz  G la s -
tra ’11,  claire 
Garmirian ’10 and 
katie Bonadies ’11 
are working on an 
independent study 
this semester with 
associate Profes-
sor of chemistry 
Scott cummings. The group meets 
once a week with cummings and even 
more frequently with each other. 
Their first task is doing a carbon 
inventory of the entire school. From 
that they will find how to make 
buildings more energy efficient. They 
will be looking for patterns of energy 
use and trying to determine what to 
attribute these patterns to. if there is 
a lot of energy used in one building, 
for example, they will try to figure out 
whether it is due to new technologies 
that students are using more often or 
from inefficient, out-of-date systems. 
“Right now we’re getting all the data,” 
said Garmirian. “Next, we analyze.” 
in addition, the group will be 
communicating possible solutions to 
the administration and attempting to 
act as a liaison between the student 
body and the administration. They 
want to communicate to the students 
that the administration will support 
measures taken and communicate to 
the administration that students would 
take part in making change. There’s a 
lot of “unharnessed student angst,” said 
Glastra, about global warming and 
they hope to give direction to students 
as to how to make change. 
“kenyon,” said Bonadies, “has 
so much potential to be environmen-
tally focused.” For now, through their 
project, they hope they can achieve 
a commitment to reduce emissions. 
“we want [en-
ergy efficiency] 
to be part of 
kenyon’s im-
age,” said Glas-
tra. They hope 
to see commit-
ment on both an institutional and an 
individual level. “More action than 
words,” they said. 
•Bio-diesel
Shannon Deoul ’08 is taking 
action with her bio-diesel project. 
She began the project last semester 
in the Sustainable agriculture course 
with Director of chemistry labs 
Dudley Thomas. During the course, 
she worked with lindsay Thomas ’10 
and Hannah curran ’09 developing a 
proposal for implementing a sustain-
able bio-diesel processing system on 
campus. They were not able to finish 
the project last semester, so Deoul 
decided to keep going to finish it 
this semester. She meets with Dudley 
Thomas weekly and they both do work 
outside of those meetings.
Ultimately, she said, they want 
a system that will convert the waste 
cooking oil from the dining halls 
into bio-diesel. it will then be used 
to fuel the school’s diesel vehicles and 
the byproduct could be composted. 
“Basically,” said Deoul, “the system 
would reap three benefits: recycle 
the cooking waste, use a sustainable 
and less polluting fuel source when 
possible and compost.” Deoul hopes 
that this project will show that it i 
possible to make a difference even on 
a small scale.
lindsay Thomas, and caro-
line Graham ’08 are working with 
Professor of Natural Science Robert 
Mauck and Professor of Biology M. 
Siobhan Fennessy and local farmers 
kate and Eric Helt to establish a farm 
on campus. They have just begun the 
process.
in the past, students have taken 
on projects to improve environmental 
status of the campus. This academic 
year, as the threat of global warming is 
becoming more pressing, so is the stu-
dents’ interest in the cause. according 
to Mahowald, he is one of the oldest 
members of EcO. There are a few 
upperclassmen but ten to 12 first-year 
members. “Hopefully that’s a sign for 
things to come,” he said.  




“We want ... more ac-
tion than words.”
- Jazz Glastra ’11
“Kenyon really prides 
itself  on being a car-
ing, conscious com-
munity, and sustain-
ability is a critical part 
of  those values.”
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You saw them the morning after Phling, walking down 
Middle Path in their formal wear from the night before.  You 
saw them the morning after the big Halloween party, still 
dressed as witches or caricatures of Britney Spears, though the 
festivities were through and the holiday was past.  You’ll see 
them the morning after Send-off, probably wearing what they 
thought was their hoodie the night before and decorated with 
“bite-marks” from the beer cap they rested their cheek against. 
They are victims of the worst kind, those unfortunate souls 
who hooked up in a drunken stupor—fueled, undoubtedly, 
by Keystone Light and raging hormones—without thinking 
of the repercussions of the next morning.  Called the “Walk 
of Shame” by many, it is quite literally the sobering reality 
of the morning after a hook-up.  By following a few of the 
measures I’ll prescribe in the following lines, you might just 
be able to turn your next Walk of Shame into a leisurely 
Sunday morning stroll.  
First of all, you should check a mirror and see what 
kind of disrepair your face is in.  While this might seem like 
standard practice, you’d be surprised how many people I’ve 
seen in the wee hours of the morning scurrying home with 
‘racoon eyes’ and lipstick smeared across their cheek.  Many 
of the indicators of a night of unexpected passion can be 
washed away with the weird pink soap provided in all of the 
dorm bathrooms.  
The saying goes, you should keep your friends close, and 
your enemies closer.  I say you should keep your friends close 
and those with the same dress size as you closer.  It’s almost 
guaranteed that you’ll make a close friend here that is not 
only your good friend but also your wardrobe soul-mate, so 
take advantage.  While she may cast a suspicious glance when 
you show up to her room with a sudden and urgent need to 
borrow her jeans … and a t-shirt … and maybe her shoes, it’s 
certainly less emotionally scarring than the looks you might 
get from passers-by who are wondering why you’re so dressed 
up for church service, and why it already smells like you’ve 
taken communion.  
Why not suggest your room?  I’ve always been baffled 
by the number of hook-ups that take place in guy rooms in-
stead of girl rooms.  Maybe I simply haven’t discovered the 
inherently arousing properties of gym sock funk and beer 
posters, but it seems to me like proposing a hook-up in your 
room spares you much of the shame and puts it on your male 
counterpart who, considering the trends in male fashions, 
probably won’t even be given a second glance for walking 
home in the clothes he wore the night before.  
While I’m sure there is a strong pull toward early-morn-
ing escapes after seeing the 150-pound manifestation of the 
mistakes you made the night before laying in bed next to 
you, it’s worth considering that you might stick around until 
nightfall will allow you to return to your dorm in its anonym-
ity-granting darkness.  If he is not thrilled by the prospect of 
spending the entire morning and afternoon after the hook-
up with you, then it would probably be a good incentive for 
him to go get you a pair of reasonable transit clothes.  Either 
way, you win.  
If your clothes are the indication of your activities from 
the night before, then maybe the culprit here is the cloth-
ing itself.  Strip down.  If you’re lucky, you’ll meet up with a 
group of streakers and make a few new friends.  Maybe you’ll 
start a chain-streak.  Maybe you’ll just get weird looks from 
everyone you pass as you run for your dorm, but you were 
bound to anyway.  
The best advice I can give, however, lies at the root of the 
problem.  The Walk of Shame is only a walk of shame because 
you are shameful, so strut your stuff.  Walk with your head 
held high, the wind filling your Superwoman cape, and let 
everyone know that you got laid and that you have no time 
for haters and their steady diet of hater-aid.  That’s what the 
guys do, anyway.    
BY LESLIE Par SonS
Editor-in-Chief
JaY GaLBraITH
Each Friday afternoon, the Kenyon Pealers head to the Church of the Holy Spirit 
to play songs for the campus on the tower bells. Check out the inside and mechnaincs 
of the bell tower and the history of this Kenyon tradition with Features writer richard 
Wylde in next week’s issue.   
Behind the Bells
Campus celebrates Smith’s ‘bird
 Last Thursday marked a spe-
cial day for one of Kenyon’s most 
revered professors. Judy Smith, an 
English professor at Kenyon since 
1979, held a book signing at the 
College Bookstore, celebrating 
the release of her first novel, Yel-
lowbird. 
The signing lasted from 3:30 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and it was a 
great opportunity for students, 
faculty and community members 
of Gambier to show their support 
and interest in the new novel that 
Smith has been working on for the 
past few years. after grabbing some 
cookies, which happened to be 
yellow and shaped like birds, and 
admiring the complimentary yellow 
flowers, I was fortunate enough to 
talk with Smith about her writing 
process and the novel itself.
Smith began writing  Yel-
lowbird four years ago. She spent 
a year and a half actually writing 
it, and used the remaining time to 
polish and get feedback. The novel 
is named after the main character, 
a mythical algonquian Indian 
woman, and other characters are 
loosely drawn from biographical 
history. 
Smith thought of the idea for 
the novel as an undergraduate. She 
was studying nathaniel Hawthorne 
and Herman Melville and wanted 
to write about and portray them in 
a non-traditional, creative way.
“It takes revisions upon revi-
sions upon revisions when writing 
a novel,” she said of the tedious 
writing process. “Yellowbird was 
originally twice the size as it is now, 
and I knew it had to be shorter. … I 
wanted it to be impressionistic and 
unified by images, which is very 
hard to do.” Smith seems to have 
accomplished her goal, because 
her novel won the native Writers’ 
circle of the america’s First Book 
award and was soon after chosen 
to be published.
While I was sitting and chat-
ting with her, there was a constant 
stream of students and colleagues 
coming to give their congratula-
tions and of course, get their book 
signed. 
“I’ve heard excellent things 
about it, and I know it is going to be 
wonderful,” said Professor of Politi-
cal Science Pamela Jenson, a long-
time friend of Smith. “The idea of 
being able to have sufficient creative 
energy, especially while being a full-
time professor, is remarkable.” 
Shanna Keown ’10, Smith’s 
former student, was lucky enough 
to buy one of the last copies avail-
able at the signing. “I can’t wait to 
start reading it,” she said. “Professor 
Smith is a great teacher and I can 
only imagine what her novel will 
be like.”
The future looks bright for 
Smith; she already has finished 
another novel and has one more in 
progress. Smith said her favorite 
part about writing is “the discovery 
process.”
“There are days when I read 
over what I drafted and I think to 
myself, ‘I wrote that?’” she said. 
“Sometimes I don’t know were it 
comes from, and I am impressed.” 
overall ,  the book signing 
was a happy occasion filled with 
smiles, laughter and, of course, Yel-
lowbirds. Treat yourself by reading 
this book, which is well worth its 




Professor of English Judy Smith with her award-winning novel Yellowbird.
Laura GoEHrKE
Walk of Shame survival tips
Leslie Parsons shares expert advice on 
everyone’s favorite Sunday morning 
stroll. 








The lords and ladies completed 
the week with seventh-place finishes at 
the north Coast Athletic Conference 
relays on saturday. The finish was the 
highest at the event for the ladies since 
the 2004 season. 
“We had a slew of sickness and in-
juries that have come up this past week, 
so we were happy with the performance,” 
naomi Blaushild ’10 said. “Because of 
the illnesses and injuries, there was a lot 
of shifting with relay teams and runners 
doubling and tripling participation in 
events. We had many strong individual 
races, so it was a good meet for us.”
shaakira Raheem ’11 led the top 
performances for the ladies. Raheem 
placed second in the 55-meter hurdle 
and was the fourth leg of the four by 
400-meter relay team, which emerged 
with a fourth-place finish. Megan Duffy 
’10 followed Raheem in the 55-meter 
hurdle with a fourth-place showing. 
The final fourth-place finish of the day 
was in the distance medley, composed of 
Blaushild, Kara Pellegrino ’11, lauren 
Metzger ’11 and Pam Moriarty ’11. 
“The race was a lot of fun because 
there aren’t many relays for long distance 
runners to compete in,” Blaushild said. 
“Having so many [first years] on the 
team pushes everyone in general. They 
are such a talented class and incredibly 
hard-working. They are a great group 
of girls.”
The lords, who also raced short-
handed, were content with their sev-
enth-place finish. 
“We knew that we weren’t far from 
third-place point-wise, which we are 
fine with because we had a lot of sick 
and injured runners,” eric Cameron 
’11 said. 
Multiple third- and fourth-place 
finishes highlighted the teams’ perfor-
mances. Milen Kozarov ’10 showed the 
best individual result of the day, emerg-
ing second in the high jump event with 
a clearing of 1.8 meters.
The men’s 55-meter hurdle team, 
composed of captain Brandon Balthrop 
’08 and Cameron, placed third. Matt 
Riley ’10 wrapped up the lords’ top 
performances with a third-place finish 
in the 5,000-meter race. 
“I felt like I got out [of the block] 
strong and had a smooth race over 
the hurdles. Brandon [Balthrop] had 
a good race as well,” Cameron said. 
“After finding out about placing third, 
I was happy to know I had contributed 
to the team.”
The lords and ladies will continue 
their season next saturday at the greater 
Columbus Invitational.
“There will be many very good 
[ohio Athletic Conference] teams next 
week, so it will be a competitive meet,” 
Blaushild said. “We are hoping to see 
more improvements, because every week 
we are dropping times. We hope to bring 
this meet a step-up like we have for the 
past two.”
ladies swimming splits strength 
By elAnA CARlson
Staff Writer
The Kenyon College ladies 
swimming team competed in two 
simultaneous meets Friday night, 
Feb. 1.  At the KAC natatorium, 
the ladies emerged victorious 
against Wittenberg University, 
123-98.  The remainder of the 
team traveled to Division I Mi-
ami University, losing by a score 
of 147-88.  
At Kenyon, some new swim-
mers got to step into the spotlight, 
with Marta stewart-Bates ’11 win-
ning both the 500-yard (5:16.67) 
and 1,000-yard (10:44.20) free-
style events.  In the shorter dis-
tances, Katie leech ’10 earned an 
nCAA qualifying ‘B’ time in the 
100-yard backstroke (58.98). out-
swimming the competition and 
her own teammates by almost two 
seconds, Kara stiles ’09 took first 
place in the 200-yard individual 
medley (2:12.66).  With their win 
over Wittenberg , the ladies once 
again established their dominance 
in the conference, despite missing 
some of their key swimmers.
In their meet at Miami Uni-
versity, the ladies also captured 
first-place finishes in the distance 
freestyle events.  Kati Meirs ’11 
won the 1,000-yard (10:24.25) 
and 500-yard (5:06.12) freestyle 
events and her times put her above 
the nCAA’s provisional qualify-
ing mark.  lauren Brady ’11 also 
recorded an nCAA-qualif ying 
time with a first-place finish in 
the 200-yard individual medley 
(2:07.87).   The wins of Meirs 
and Brady were the only leading 
individual finishes of the meet. 
However, Meirs and Brady teamed 
up with Danielle Arad ’10 and 
Jessica Wise ’09 to emerge victori-
ous in the 400-yard freestyle relay 
(3:36.33).  
“The past few months have 
been very exciting for us,” said 
Meirs. “ We have been working 
extremely hard all year.” 
The ladies are gearing up for 
the three-day nCAC champion-
ship meet Thursday, Feb. 14.  This 
meet will be one of the last chanc-
es for swimmers to record nCAA 
qualifying times and to tune-up 
for the upcoming Division III 
national Championships. 
“The season thus far has been 
very successful, but it’s only the 
beginning ,” said Meirs. “ These 
next few meets are where all the 
hard work pays off. I think if the 
ladies come together at confer-
ences and nationals, like we have 
been over the entire season, noth-
ing can stand in our way.” 
lords fly  with 
Redhawks
The Kenyon College lords 
swim team split their squad in half 
on Feb. 1, sending one part of the 
squad away to Miami, ohio to take 
on Miami University, while the other 
part remained at Kenyon to take on 
Wittenberg University in the KAC 
natatorium. The lords triumphed 
to victory at home 125-103, as they 
tied Miami 118-118 away, just barely 
letting the win slip away at the end 
of the meet. 
The lords started their home 
meet strongly, winning the first 
two events. Doug Huguenard ’10, 
Kirk Kumbier ’11, Andy Berger ’08 
and James Martin ’11 helped the 
lords to get off to their quick start 
as they took the 200-yard medley 
relay (1:39.12). Andrew Butler ’11 
and Will Misslin ’09 continued the 
lords’ streak, with times of 9:55.55 
and 10:11.18 respectively, taking 
first and second in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle. Michael Machala and Doug 
Huguenard also had good showings 
winning the 200-yard Individual 
Medley (2:01.88) and 100-yard but-
terfly events (53.11). Kirk Kumbier 
(1:01.93) and Andy Berger (1:03.98) 
helped seal the victory for the lords 
as they won first and second in the 
100-yard breaststroke.
The other half of the lords trav-
eled to their meet against Division I 
Miami University with something to 
prove, as Miami will host nationals 
later this year. 
“Miami was our last dual meet, 
and we knew if we swam well that it 
would set us up nicely for nCACs 
and nCAAs,” said Kegan Borland 
’10. “Interestingly enough, nCAAs 
will be held at Miami this year, so 
none of us wanted to leave bad per-
formances in that pool.” 
The lords got off to a promising 
start at Miami, winning the 400-yard 
medley relay and the 1,000-yard 
freestyle. Tom Irgens ’08, Matt Harris 
’09, Alex stoyel ’08 and Josh Mitchell 
’08 posted a strong time in the relay 
(3:26.80), and the lords saw impres-
sive individual efforts from Michael 
northcutt ’08 (9:35.84) and Borland 
(9:43.84) taking down first and sec-
ond in the 1,000-yard freestyle. 
stoyel was instrumental in the 
lords’ result as he won the 200-yard 
(1:57.61) individual medley and the 
200-yard breaststroke (2:08.50). The 
lords, however, had trouble hold-
ing their lead, as Miami came from 
behind to win three out of the last 
four events to force a draw. 
“A lot of people really stepped 
it up and it was great to see people 
realizing that it’s now or never,” said 
Borland. 
This tie brought the lords re-
cord to an even 5-5-1 for the sea-
son. The lords will try to carry the 
confidence from their results this 
weekend into the nCAC’s. The 
three-day event begins on Feb. 14 
and concludes on Feb. 16.
PAID ADVeRTIseMenT
Wesley KeyseR
By PeTeR FRAnK                     
 Staff Writer
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Lords go 1-1 on week
The Kenyon College Lords 
basketball team split their last two 
games, securing an impressive come-
from-behind victory against Hiram 
College on Jan. 30 but falling to the 
Wabash College Little Giants on 
Saturday. 
The Lords registered four play-
ers in double digits and recorded a 
season-high point total in their 90-73 
win over the Hiram College Terriers. 
The victory was the Lords’ tenth 
straight over the Terriers, dating back 
to 2003, and snapped Hiram’s three 
game winning streak.
Hiram led by as many as four 
points, 12-8, at the 13:57 minute 
mark. The Lords, however, went on 
an 8-1 scoring run to capture a 27-20 
advantage with 6:24 remaining before 
the break. The Terriers battled back 
with their own 7-0 run that included 
a basket with three seconds left to 
narrow Kenyon’s advantage to just 
36-34 at halftime.
In the second half, Hiram tied 
the game at 36-36 following a missed 
basket on Kenyon’s opening posses-
sion. But the Lords answered with an 
11-2 run to regain a nine-point advan-
tage, 47-38, with 15:08 remaining in 
the game. Kenyon reached its largest 
margin of the game of 20 points, 84-
64, with 2:15 to go. Hiram recovered 
to within 15 points, 88-73 with eight 
seconds to play, but the Lords tallied 
the final bucket of the game and went 
on to the 90-73 final.
Kenyon shot a season-high 60 
percent (35 of 58) from the floor.
“We did a really nice job of 
coming out strong in the second half 
… and taking care of business,” said 
Bryan Yelvington ’09.
The Lords, however, couldn’t 
hold off the Little Giants on Saturday, 
as Wabash rallied from a six-point, 
second-half deficit to pull away with 
a 58-49 conference win. The Wabash 
victory comes after a one-point loss 
to Kenyon on Dec. 1. The game fea-
tured 12 lead changes and 42 total 
turnovers.
Kenyon played well throughout 
the first half, shooting just under 
46 percent from the floor. The lead 
bounced back and forth between the 
two teams before Kenyon moved in 
front by three on a layup by Josh 
Klinger ’08. Wabash regained the lead 
with 7:14 left in the first half. After 
trading the lead over the next four 
minutes, Kenyon went into the half 
with a score of 23-20. 
Kenyon kept momentum in its 
favor early in the second half, taking 
a 29-23 lead with 17:30 left to go. 
Wabash, however, went on a 9-1 tear 
to go ahead. The Lords battled back 
to reclaim the lead, 43-42, with six 
minutes to play with a three-pointer 
from A.J. Clair ’10. Kenyon, however, 
missed 11 of their last 12 shots, and 
allowed the Little Giants to escape 
with the win. 
Yelvington finished with 20 
points and four rebounds. Dave 
Knapke ’10 had 12 points and 11 
boards, and Kodey Haddox ’11 
rounded out the Lords’ double-digit 
scorers with 10 points.
“Against Wabash we had a lot 
of opportunitites to win,” said Yelv-
ington. “But we just couldn’t make 
the big play to turn the game around 
down the stretch.” 
“Unfortunately, not playing a 
full 40 minutes against a good team 
like Wabash doesn’t get the job done,” 
said Knapke. “Putting a full 40 min-
utes together … is something we need 
to do if we want to be successful … to 
put ourselves in a position to make a 
run in the [NCAC] tournament.”
The Lords (8-11 overall; 6-4 
NCAC) next face Oberlin College 
(4-15) away on Feb. 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Lords defeated Oberlin 70-60 in 
their last meeting on Jan. 23. 
“As a team, our goal since 
day one has been winning the 
conference championship,” said 
Yelvington. “With a strong finish 
to the regular season we would set 
ourselves up to accomplish that goal 
in the conference tournament.”
Ladies win again, improve to 11-0
BY KALI GrEFF
Staff Writer
riding on their momentum 
from recent weeks, the Kenyon Col-
lege Ladies basketball team kept their 
winning streak alive this week with 
two wins, bringing their conference 
record to a flawless 11-0.
       The Ladies headed to Hiram 
College on Wednesday to play the 
Terriers (3-14). In the first match-up 
between the two teams this season, 
the Ladies proved their dominance 
in nearly every aspect of play. Kenyon 
led in points throughout the half, and 
opened up a 36-19 lead at halftime.
Over the remainder of the con-
test, Kenyon built an overwhelming 
lead, finishing the game ahead 57-23. 
Anne Dugan ’08 led the scoring with 
a dozen points, and Hilary Gowins 
’08 contributed 11 points and three 
three-pointers. For the second-
straight game this season, head coach 
Suzanne Helfant was able to go deep 
into the bench and play 15 players for 
at least nine minutes apiece. 
“The team’s energy in both prac-
tice and games allow for us to play 
solid … basketball,” said Patty Hace 
’08. “Our whole team contributed to 
the game, showing the diverse talent 
that we have.”
On Saturday, the Ladies returned 
to their home court to compete in a 
rematch against the Ohio Wesleyan 
Battling Bishops (7-3). At their last 
meeting on Jan. 4, Kenyon came out 
on top with a 55-48 win.
A quick 13-point deficit put 
the Ladies off to a shaky start behind 
the Bishops. The Bishops asserted 
themselves with a powerful offense, 
but Kenyon pushed through with a 
modest 8-1 spurt to bring the halftime 
score to 36-31.
Surging forward to make up for 
the rocky first half, the Ladies trailed 
the Bishops by no more than a couple 
of points until Dugan’s three-pointer 
in the middle of the second half edged 
Kenyon ahead of Ohio Wesleyan for 
the first time.  The Bishops pressured 
the Ladies heavily for the remainder 
of the half, tying the score three 
times in the final five minutes. Alisha 
Moreno ’08 overcame a double-team 
with less than one minute to go to 
cement Kenyon’s victory with a game-
winning three-point shot.
In addition to Moreno and 
Dugan’s contributions to the team 
Women in sports
The Kenyon Athletic Center 
hosted Women Athletes in Sports 
Day over the weekend in The event 
was a part of an effort by the school 
not only to build better ties with 
Mount Vernon, but also to show the 
significance that women’s sports have 
at Kenyon College. About 70 elemen-
tary school students from Mount 
Vernon came to the KAC and were 
split into groups according to vari-
ous Ladies athletic teams. Women’s 
lacrosse, softball, soccer, basketball, 
swimming and volleyball each took 
a group of students and gave them a 
chance to understand and play each 
respective sport. This gave the visitors 
an introduction to women’s involve-
ment in sports at Kenyon and also 
allowed for an opportunity to visit 
a campus that often remains distant 
from Mount Vernon youth. 
“The girls came to our station and 
we told them what sport we would 
play and had them grab a stick,” said 
Ladies lacrosse player Jackie Shirreffs 
’11. “We taught them to catch and 
throw with a lacrosse stick and then let 
them shoot goals. It was a blast!” 
Making Kenyon’s commitment 
to gender equality in the realm of 
sports is considered important by 
many, as sports, especially at the col-
legiate level, are often perceived as be-
ing a male-dominated endeavor. The 
students ended their visit by enjoying 
a post-game pizza party.
BY ANALISE GONzALES         
Staff  Writer
effort, 11 points and a double-double, 
respectively, Eva George ’08 shot a 
season-high 17 points and worked the 
glass for a career-best 13 rebounds. 
Kenyon has now won 11 straight 
games, their longest win-streak since 
the 2005-2006 season.
“The next few weeks will be very 
exciting and are coming at us quickly, 
but we are working hard and keeping 
focused so that nothing will catch us 
off-guard,” said Gowins. “The class of 
’08 would like to come full-circle and 
host the conference tournament … 
and that is something that is definitely 
within reach if we maintain a high 
level of intensity and focus through-
out the remainder of the season.”
The Ladies will host one of the 
conference leaders, the Wittenberg 
University Tigers (9-8) on Tuesday, 
Feb. 5, at 7:30 p.m. The Ladies beat 
the Tigers 70-60 at their last meeting 
on Jan. 16.
“We still have to play the major-
ity of the Conference teams again, so 
teams like Denison and Wittenberg 
will be challenging,” said Hace. “We 
will, however, have home court advan-
tage this time around.”
Player of the Week
BY DAN GrOBErG
Staff Writer
reiner Bauerfeind, a first-
year student hailing from Napier, 
New zealand, is quickly earning 
praise for his accomplishments on 
the soccer field. At the end of the 
soccer season, reiner was named 
to the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference first-team and was selected 
as captain. recently, he picked up 
the honor of third-team NCAA 
Division III All-Ohio team. These 
recent merits only hint at his part 
on the soccer field and offer a 
mere glance at reiner’s life.  
Coming from New     zea-
land, reiner has had to adjust a 
new atmosphere and culture here 
at Kenyon. 
“New zealand has a different 
culture than here, people have a 
different attitude about classes 
especially,” said reiner. “A huge 
difference is seen in the food. 
What I miss the most from home 
is pies.” 
reiner particularly likes In-
donesian food and meat pies . 
These differences, however, have 
not kept him from enjoying Ken-
yon. He works at the KAC, and 
even though soccer is his main 
priorit y,  he is  wholeheartedly 
committed to his job.  He has al-
ways approached soccer with this 
same dedication.  
Soccer had been a part of 
reiner ’s  l i fe  throug hout hig h 
school and he has carried his pas-
sion on to college.  This year he 
finished his first season scoring 
ten points for the Lords.  
Off the field, reiner plans on 
becoming a biology or psychology 
major.  After his four years here, 
he plans to return to New zealand 
or to travel to Germany.  
“I’m really interested in going 
to Europe,” said reiner.
  —Holly Karn
WESLEY KEYSEr
